God Will Help You Up!

---------------------------------

Proverbs 24:16 
A righteous man falls seven times, and rises again; 
but the wicked are overthrown by calamity. 
------------------------------------------
One of the most tremendously moving (and encouraging) images in our faith is the Stations of the Cross. In the Stations, we follow Jesus from his trial to his death, burial, and resurrection via prayer and contemplation of different scenes from the Passion. Among those scenes are three separate occasions where the omniscient and omnipotent God Incarnate stumbles and falls. Those scenes are not included by accident. They are deliberately included for a very specific theological purpose: To remind us that if Jesus was weak, he will surely be tender toward us in our weakness and merciful to us in our sin. You have undoubtedly fallen more than seven times. It doesn't matter. If you ask Jesus for mercy and help, he will give it seventy times seven times. He's been there.

God Is Faithful!
----------------------
Deuteronomy 7:9 
Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations. 

--------------------------------------------
In an age where no image is permitted to flit across our TV screens for more than 2 seconds and where the subject of universal media worship shifts from Madonna to 'N Sync to Britney Spears faster than Homer Simpson can channel surf, it is a deeply human comfort to know that God is there and can call us to living waters far away from the flash and hooey of what passes for "real life" at present. Keep his commandments and you will still be able to stand when the current cultural house of cards comes down as it inevitably will. He is faithful and he will be there for all who call on him.

Ask! Seek! Knock!

--------------------------------------

Matthew 7:7 
Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
-----------------------------------
Today's verse highlights the paradox of Christian prayer. On the one hand, we are matter-of-factly told that if we ask, it shall be given. This accords with the general teaching of Christ that we are not to blather on with "many words" in order to impress God with our eloquence. On the other hand, the verse also teaches that we must not only ask, we must seek and knock. This accords with Christ's other teaching that demands we be persistent in prayer and never give up. How do we reconcile the command to be confident that "it will be given" with the command to be persistent when it is not given? The answer probably lies in what the "it" is that we are asking for. For ultimately, what we are seeking is the Holy Spirit, not a pot of gold or a new car. Much of our prayer life consists in discovering what it is we are really praying for when we begin by praying for some bit of useless ephemera. As St. Paul says, we don't know how to pray. The task of prayer, as often as not, is to find this out and then ask the Holy Spirit to "open to us" what the real desire of our heart is. Today, ask the Holy Spirit to show you how to pray. That is a prayer God always answers
