Free At Last!

---------------------------------

Philippians 3:8 
Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ. 
------------------------------------------------

Yesterday's verses talked about the futility of this passing world and the folly of trying to be Top Dog in it. Today's verse points the way to liberation. St. Paul didn't cast longing glances back at all he left behind to follow Christ. He looked back with relief on all the trumpery, twaddle, and fruitless toil he shucked off in his baptism. He wasn't kidding about being a "new creation" because he felt like a new man and missed the ruthless, sleepless, unsmiling concentration on self that characterized his old life as much as a horse misses the saddle or the risen Lazarus missed his graveclothes. Today, thank God that you are, through your baptism, free at last, free at last! Thank God Almighty you are free at last.

Remember Reality
----------------------------

Ezekiel 28:2 
"Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
"Because your heart is proud, 
and you have said, 'I am a god, 
I sit in the seat of the gods, 
in the heart of the seas,' 
yet you are but a man, and no god, 
though you consider yourself as wise as a god. 
--------------------------
The mighty tusks that crashed in brawls of mastodons 
Are billiard balls. 
The grizzly bear whose potent hug was once much feared 
Is now a rug. 
The sword of Charlemagne the Just is ferric oxide, 
Known as rust. 
Great Caesar's bust is on the shelf. 
And I don't feel too good myself. – Author unknown 

today's verse and poem remind us that this world is passing away and that those who try to be king of this world are merely clawing their way to the stern of the Titanic as it rears high in the air before its terrible plunge to the bottom of the sea. Rather than all the foolish fuss about "being gods" that the devil dangles in front of us, remember reality: "He who loses his life for my sake will find it." Today, lose your life for Jesus' sake and you will surely find it.

Confess Your Faith!
-------------------------
1 John 4:15 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
--------------------------
In the early Church, a "confessor" was someone who had gone on declaring their faith in Christ even under torture. Confessors were, so to speak, living martyrs. They had not been killed by their persecutors, only maimed, scarred or crippled. But the central thing about them was that they had shown by their confession that they meant business when they said they believed in Jesus. It is this sort of commitment that today's verse alludes to when it speaks of "confessing" Christ. John knew whereof he spoke. His own brother James had been in his grave (thanks to the murdering sword of Herod Antipas) for many decades by the time John wrote. And he had seen many of his fellow Christians made into human torches by Nero, or beheaded, crucified, beaten and rejected—-a fate he stood in continual danger of himself. But he gladly chose it because he knew his Lord Jesus had confessed his love for all of us on the cross, not only in words, but in blood. Today, confess your faith in Jesus and make it count.
