Everlasting Love!

-----------------------------------------

Jeremiah 31:3 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
-------------------------------------------------------
St. Thomas once observed that if God wished to destroy the universe he would not have to do anything. He would have to stop doing something. The whole of Creation continues in existence from one millisecond to the next because it is God's very present pleasure that it do so. In the same way, our blessing (though it may sometimes not feel like a blessing) is that God is, at all times, pouring down on the heads of each and every one of us the entirety of his love. Some people have the notion that they must do something to "get" God to love them. This is something like thinking we have to do something to "get" the fires of the sun to burn. The fact is, we cannot get God to love us more because he already loves us with the eternal intensity that each person of the Trinity has for each of the other persons of the Trinity. "As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you," says Jesus. And that is why God's faithfulness goes on too. Nothing can quench the love of God. Nothing can deter him from actively willing your beatitude. Nothing can block that, except your own refusal of that love. Open yourself to that and no power in heaven or earth can prevent you from knowing eternal happiness.


There's More To Life!

--------------------------------------

Luke 5:27-28 
After this he went out, and saw a tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, "Follow me." And he left everything, and rose and followed him. 

Today's verse reminds us that the adventure of the gospel can reach right into Dilbert's cubicle and make even him a hero. It is commonplace to note that tax collectors were loathed in ancient Judea. What is not so commonplace is to note that they often loathed their own lives: lives imprisoned in an office sitting and counting coins. St. Matthew (that is, Levi) is, in a sense, the patron of all those who have dismal jobs, who look back on lost childhood and the dreams of adolescence, who go home on in an old car or bus everyday, spend the evening nursing a drink and watching the tube, and who periodically look back on a life spent in quiet desperation. To such people, Matthew holds out a hand and says, "I dropped it all to follow Jesus. Come with me and be free yourself! There's not a reason in the world you can't!" Obviously, this doesn't mean parents skip town and leave the family scrambling to cover the mortgage. But it does mean that today—-now—-you can choose to let God make your life be about him and not about money or filing or statistics or the Daily Grind. Jesus came that we might have life abundantly.


The Just Judge!

-----------------------------

1 Peter 2:23 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. 
-------------------------------
In his book The Great Divorce C.S. Lewis sends some denizens of hell on a bus ride to heaven so that he may examine what our earthly obsessions look like from a heavenly perspective. In one scene, we meet an artist who can only talk about painting heaven so that he can make some "point" against a group of rival artists back on earth who belong to a different school of aesthetics. One of the blessed in heaven tells him that he has corrupted his art and tells him that what began as a pure love—his love of light and of the beauty of light—has degenerated in a mere interest in paint and, from there, into a mere interest in battling over his theories about aesthetics so that he may pridefully defeat some warring aesthetic faction or other. Similarly, Christians can begin by loving the beauty of the light of Christ and end by bitterly fighting over this or that doctrinal belief for the sheer sake of egoism. It is true that the truth must be defended. But it is not true that the Truth is "our" truth nor that we possess it in such a way that those who deny it are safely held in contempt. The truth, says Pope John Paul II, possesses us, not we the Truth. The moment our defense of any truth becomes an occasion of egoism is the moment we have ceased to serve Christ and begun to serve ourselves. The best way to ward that evil off is to forgive those who reject what we say and trust him who judges justly.


