Everlasting Love!

-----------------------------------------

Jeremiah 31:3 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
-------------------------------------------------------
St. Thomas once observed that if God wished to destroy the universe he would not have to do anything. He would have to stop doing something. The whole of Creation continues in existence from one millisecond to the next because it is God's very present pleasure that it do so. In the same way, our blessing (though it may sometimes not feel like a blessing) is that God is, at all times, pouring down on the heads of each and every one of us the entirety of his love. Some people have the notion that they must do something to "get" God to love them. This is something like thinking we have to do something to "get" the fires of the sun to burn. The fact is, we cannot get God to love us more because he already loves us with the eternal intensity that each person of the Trinity has for each of the other persons of the Trinity. "As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you," says Jesus. And that is why God's faithfulness goes on too. Nothing can quench the love of God. Nothing can deter him from actively willing your beatitude. Nothing can block that, except your own refusal of that love. Open yourself to that and no power in heaven or earth can prevent you from knowing eternal happiness.
Our Father In Secret

---------

Matthew 6:6 
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
-------------------
"Our Father, who art in secret" is an odd way to start a prayer, yet Jesus here tells us that this is one of the paradoxical ways in which he is known. What are we to make of a God who reveals himself to be secret? One thing we cannot do is pretend that the Christian faith is therefore some private, esoteric affair between Me 'n Jesus. For, of course, the very first word of the Lord's Prayer—"Our"—gives that the lie. To call the Father "Our" Father and not "My" Father is to say he is the God of the whole Church, not just of Me. Why then the emphasis on secrecy here? Because God meets us as persons in all the intimacy of the soul. We approach him in secret because paradoxically, that which is personal is also that which is most universal. For personal things (falling in love, fear upon the sea, wonder at the stars, joy at the laughter of children) are not esoteric, they are common. But, because we are weak, we often cannot reveal ourselves as persons to God in public due to fear of What People Will Think or the distracting desire to impress them. So God calls us to private prayer in order that we may practice at being Persons, that in our public practice of the Faith, we may share that gift of personhood with others.

 

In other news:
I am now part of a blog team Chesterton and Friends. http://chestertonandfriends.blogspot.com/  I do not have regular blog day I just go whenever. You will know my stuff because I begin each piece with my picture, (OK just a drawing of me) many good things on that blog about GKC read them all. If you do not know the writing of Chesterton you will do yourself no greater favor than to go out and buy one of his books.

 

And for those of you that still fondly recall Sean Lawrence he has a web site: http://www.gatheringspirit.org/resources.html
And yes, he and I have had many talks about the “Gospel” of Thomas and just because we do not agree does not mean I don’t love him. 

 

Blessed are the Blameless

-------------------

Psalm 119:1 
Blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
who walk in the law of the LORD! 
---------------------------------

Words like "righteousness" don't sit well on the ear these days. If we say "Joe is a righteous person" we generally do so, these days, in sarcasm. There's a sort of stiff rectitude that goes with the term that makes it ill-suited to fit in with modernity. It evokes a sense of wooden and unnatural awkwardness, like Al Gore dancing the Macarena. But this sort of rigidity is not at all what moves the biblical writers to poetry about "blamelessness" and "walking in the way of the Lord." Rather, for them, the "righteous" or "blameless" person is, above all, the free, blessed and deeply happy person, because he lives in reality and therefore is balanced and healthy. And a prominent icon of that blameless happiness in our deeply unhappy age is none other than the Child. For the child is, quite literally, blameless and is therefore not hampered by a stiff and unreal rectitude, but is rather free to love and enjoy the whole panoply of life that comes his way. Today, live out the blamelessness given you in baptism, walk in the law of the Lord, and view life through the eyes of a child.
The Gift of God!

-----------------------------------

Ephesians 2:8 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God. 
---------------------
Monday is the traditional secular Solemnity of the Rat Race where we have pounded into our skulls the fiction that work is the ultimate reality of life. The giddy and difficult-to-believe news of the gospel is that the fundamental reality about human life is not Work but Gift. The news, in sum, is that everything is Gift: our life, that breath you are inhaling, the eyes with which you are reading this, even the will with which you (like the rest of us) sin against God is one gigantic free gift that you couldn't earn any more than you earned your genetic makeup. And beyond all this, God continues to give the ability to repent of that sin, to choose him, to obey him, and to "work out your salvation with fear and trembling." Today, take a moment to stand ordinary life right side up and see it as it is: not the humdrum thing you "earn" but the miraculous gift that is leading you, by the grace of Christ, to a heaven we do not deserve, yet which God has spent his blood to give to us
