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The concept extended here is:  We all use specific books, passages, tradition and ritual that could be defined as Personal or Individual Canon.  This is the core [Scripture] we define our faith by, and what we use to guide us on our faith walk.  





The Orthodox Canon is the traditional collection of books that we see placed between the covers of the various translations of the Bible, as we understand the general grouping first defined as such in the mid-fourth century. This may or may not include the Apocrypha (additional texts used in various Catholic, Protestant and Eastern Orthodox traditions).  





The Extra-Canonical writings are those books, codices, etc., that were excluded from the Canon, but which had assumed a position within the early church.  These writings are often laced with what may appear to be excess and fantastic information, but reflected the desire to place in human terms what would otherwise be called mystery.  The Gospel of Thomas is the most well-known of these.  It is incumbent upon each of us to approach all of these writings with the discernment of an informed faith.  These writings must support the consensus of what we understand about our Lord, or be a natural extension of that knowledge.  This is not recommended for the novice  





Divine Inspiration is the work of God through the Holy Spirit.  It arches over, surrounds and permeates all of the writings that are offered up in the name of the Trinity.  There is so much more of God than we know, so it is wise to keep an open mind.  God is not confined by preconceived notions.
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