The email I sent to Alexei Fillipenko

Re: email sent to Alexei Fillipenko, Professor of Astrophysics at the U of C at Berkley, on 9/05/07.

Alex,

I recently saw a program on the universe where you said that 98% of all that exists was created (or manifested itself) in about 3 minutes.  Do I have that right?  Being a pastor, I wonder if you see the "hand of God" in that explosive manifestation?  Also, what do you think about the dark matter-dark energy notion?  Isn't this really a way of saying we really don't know what is driving the cosmic expansion ... something that should be slowing, not gaining momentum?  Could that also be viewed as "the hand of God," if we were honest with ourselves?  I am not trying to adversarial, but am obviously biased.  Having said that, I believe strongly that the language of God is science, i.e. mathematics/physics.  Thanks for taking the time to respond.

I really appreciate your passion for your field(s) of study.  And, thanks for entertaining my thoughts on cosmic stuff.   I see myself as a realist, and therefore am concerned that our scientific realities should not necessarily be in conflict with our faith ... that our reality contains both ends of the spectrum and everything in between. This is possible isn't it?

Thanks,

Sean A. Lawrence

I wrote this in the fall of 2007, and it probably should not come as any real surprise, that it has not been responded to.  I am disappointed, but … maybe the real surprise is yet to come.  I still hold out hope for dialogue.

In the final analysis, however, it really does not matter what we call it: “creation,” the “big bang,” or a “grenade tossed in the lap of the cosmos.”  Regardless of the terms we use, it has more to do with what we believe about the authenticity of our God.  We, as rational believers, know that what we observe is God’s creative force at work.   

