Enter Into The Glory!

--------------------------

Mark 9:7 
And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him." 
------------------------

As amazing as it seems, that Voice still speaks out of the cloud to you and me every single time we listen to the readings from Scripture at Mass (especially the gospel). Today, go to mass with the full realization that your are standing in the same awesome, supernatural reality that Peter, James and John stood on the Mount of Transfiguration. The Glory is there at mass just as surely as it was there that day. Moses, Elijah and all the saints are worshipping God right there in the pew next to you, just as surely as they were present and visible to the apostles on that mountain. Every time you go to mass, you are going to Heaven. For where the King of Heaven is, there is Heaven, and where the Eucharist is, there is the King. 
God Exalts The Humble

---------

James 4:10 
Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. 
----------
A Star Trek episode years ago found Commander Data (an extremely intelligent android) having his highly sophisticated computer mind reprogrammed by a dying computer engineer who secretly "downloads" his mind into Data's circuits before he perishes. At the funeral for the engineer, the re-programmed android proceeds to deliver a funeral oration for the engineer—-essentially an opportunity for the engineer to use Data's mouth to praise himself to the skies (as is his custom). He describes himself as a man of "towering humility", a man of such "unbridled meekness" that "to know him was to love him. Those who knew him, loved him. Those who did not know him… loved him from afar!" Not surprisingly, the good crew of the Enterprise soon notices that Data is acting odd and track it down to the fact that the gigantic ego of the computer engineer has refused to go gently into the grave. Pride, unlike humility, has that peculiar quality of never being able to conceal itself. It is incorrigibly self-revealing. It demands attention and notice. Humility, in contrast, is revealed, not by ourselves, but by God. Mother Teresa didn't go to Calcutta in order to become famous. God exalted her. Likewise, David didn't kill Goliath in order to get on the evening news. He did it because he loved God and was passionate about Goliath's insults to the God of Israel. Today, drop the struggle to make your name known or to win that accolade from so-and-so. Humble yourself and God will exalt you in his time and way.

Be Wise!

-----------------------------

Ephesians 5:15-16 
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 
----------------------------
Periodically, the editors of the New York Times or CBS or some organ for Ted Turner venture out of their fluorescent-lit offices to see if Americans still take religion seriously. Whenever they do, they return with breathless reports to announce that, yes indeed, Americans still are brimming with "spirituality." This, in turn, excites Christians, who with equal breathlessness announce a "revival in the land" and a return to Christ. From now on (goes the recurrent hope) things are going to be great! Everybody is going to become Christian and we will all be happy and peppy and bursting with love (to quote Felix Unger from the Odd Couple). But Catholics, while welcoming the fact that Americans seem to be resistant to atheism, should bear in mind that believing in "spirituality" is not exactly the same as believing in Jesus Christ. After all, not a single atheist was involved in the trial and death of Jesus Christ. No atheist beat up St. Paul, crucified St. Peter, or tossed St. Lawrence on griddle to roast. The people who did these things were all vibrantly "spiritual" people, filled with a certain sort of piety and deeply affirming of their own sort of "religious values". This is why St. Paul tells us to walk, not as unwise, but as wise. Wisdom, in scripture, is more than bearded guys saying "deep things". It encompasses savvy and the quickness of wit required to size up situation quickly. One thing we need to ask in the coming years will be "Is our culture becoming more Christlike or merely becoming more spiritual?" If it's only the latter, we'd best be on our toes. After all, the devil is a spirit too. Today, ask God for the gift of discernment to help you be wise as a serpent and innocent as a dove.
