Witness where you are

After the experience I had at Home Depot, this past Sunday, I felt it was again time to stress the importance of witnessing.  Having said that, remember … this kind of holy discourse is intended to be reassuring and non-threatening.  That doesn’t suggest that we should back off on our core values, but that we need to keep the process low-key and welcoming. Passion is ok as long as you don’t come off as insane. 

If worship is to be a lifestyle, as Ben Hodges at Four Corners Church in Westchester espouses, then we need to make sure that the process is attractive and compelling … and that ears & hearts are open.  It is well understood that not everyone excels at this, nor should they be expected to.  Such gifts of the Spirit are as varied as the souls in the body of Christ. We are reminded to

· tell it from the rooftops and the hilltops

· reveal our lamp; we should not hide the Savior’s light

· not be ashamed

· expect some level of skepticism

· understand that the list goes on …

Just to be clear, we do not harvest souls, nor are we to take credit for any such thing.  This is the realm of the Spirit, and while we are to plant seeds, we do not harvest, though we may provide nourishment.

Romans 15:7   Welcome and receive [to your hearts] one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed and received you, for the glory of God. (47B;pg 1039)

Matthew 10:27   “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light. What you hear in a whisper, proclaim on the housetops.”

Matthew 10:32-33  “Therefore, everyone who will acknowledge Me before men, I will also acknowledge him before My Father in heaven.
But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father 

in heaven.”  (6CD eSword copyright 2006)
Additionally, whenever the name of Jesus Christ is lifted up it is a blessing.  I believe that heaven rejoices and God is pleased whenever His name is uttered.  It is incumbent upon us to be certain that we do not let people off the hook, either.  I have heard folks say that they are basically good people, they believe in God or that they are “trying to make a difference” by following recommended books or self-help guides.  This is all well and good, however, do not fail to remind them that while all of the good deeds are indeed good (and no doubt well-intended) they are no substitute for a commitment to Jesus Christ.  I also suggest to anyone who will listen that being prepared in Him is the only certainty in a very uncertain world.  I recount the various tragedies and unforeseen events that have affected us over the last few years.  This usually elicits a response, and an opportunity to dialogue.

And, if you cannot get that individual to take the bait, as it were, you have at least planted the seed.  Sooner or later that person will have to make a choice for eternity  Continue to pray for that person, and ask how they are doing if the opportunity presents itself.  Neither you nor I can make anyone believe something they do not wish to. 

My  Home Depot story:  My wife and went to store off Route 4 after church to pick up some things for the house.  After running some errands in the store I came back to find my wife and an associate having a friendly conversation. We lived only a street apart.  We talked about the usual …getting together, having a cookout, etc.  As we were getting ready to leave, I pulled out one of my business cards and gave it to her so that she would have our address.  I told her not to be put off by the card (which says Rev. Sean), and that (not surprisingly) lead to a 15 minute discussion about her childhood, choice of churches, and so on.  Before we left, I suggested that we may be looking into starting a Bible study, and would she be interested?  She said she would, and commented that she hadn’t made it to church that morning because of work.  This is really a common problem for the service industry, by the way.  To make a long story short, I let her in on my sincere belief that she had just attended church, and how did she like it?  Within the boundaries of the discussion, I also had the opportunity to lift up the name of Christ, and to remind her that it is about a relationship with Him, not most of the other stuff we get hung up on in our rules-based culture. 

Can I get an “Amen.”

What is your story?

How do you witness?

