Why didn’t Jesus write a Gospel?

When I heard this mentioned during a lecture, I couldn’t believe that it had not occurred to me sooner.  And, from what I can gather there appears to be little, if any, discussion about it.  Yet, it is fascinating to explore because it assumes an awesome responsibility on our part, as believers, to represent Him.  

Jesus, to our knowledge, did not pen a single surviving word.  It is not because He was unable or illiterate, but because He chose not to.  As He is God He could have written in any language, and left with us marvelously crafted things … but He did not.  Admittedly some things are better off not being questioned or hyper-analyzed, but sometimes its fun to just speculate on them.  This is one of those situations that begs the question, “Why?” like nothing else I can possibly think of.  These passages from the Q tradition appear to address this, especially #31.

Q31  “Anyone who listens to you listens to Me. Whoever rejects you rejects Me, and those who reject Me reject the One who sent Me.” (See Matthew 10:40 & 11:21-23 and Luke 10:10-12 & 10:13-16) (14B;pg65)

Q79  “The kingdom of God is among you”  (See Luke 17:20-21) (14B;pg79)

Christ also said that a physician cannot heal those who know him, nor are prophets believed in their hometowns.  So it is fair to say that even if He delivered His gospel (good news) in person, it would be rejected in the same cruel manner that He was.  

John says that if all of the things that Jesus did and said were written down, there would not be enough room in this world to contain them … that there was much to record beyond the Biblical records.  I do not doubt this for a second, as we are left with over ten thousand manuscripts committed to a variety of media such as papyrus, leather & copper.

I have come to the conclusion the most practical reason for this omission is the notion that our flawed language is what we are best at communicating with and recording, even in its limited ability to do either.  His language would be far above our reach, and may have even been dangerous in the wrong hands.  Might not the word of God have had inherent power that we would be prone to misuse in our broken state?  

The more obvious answer is that He (God) did write through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and acted through man, as He always had, with the exception of an approximate 33-year period when he appeared in the flesh.  The inspired hands of various authors, prophets, scribes and evangelists have always been the hands of God.  We have written it down, and continue to do so in languages that are readable and translatable in our meager human terms.

The one clear exception to the rule are the original Ten Commandments (both sets) that were scribed by the hand of God.  

1.) Does it all go back to faith?

2.) What is your theory? 

3.) Is there any other Scripture that speaks to this?

4.) Read John 21:25.  Your thoughts?

5.) Do you trust man’s interpretation of God’s inspiration?  Why?

