LIGHT: The potential that is God.

God created light because God is light.  I believe that all of the varying definitions we have are an attempt to understand Him in our terms.  As with our names for Him and the other aspects of the Trinity, we continue to name in an effort to define and claim … and yet, our language never quite does the job.  We can not confine to language that which is a mystery and is far greater than any utterance.

The word Light is used approximately (base word only KJV which varies with translation) 177 times in the Old Testament and 95 times in the New Testament or a total of 272 times.  (www.twopaths.com) 

However if you consider the implications of light and the progenators of light, then the essence of what light is shows up on thousands of occasions.  God is used more than 4400 times, Jesus about 1000, Lord more than 7700 times, etc.

From the standpoint of physics, whether or not we see light, or if it reveals itself in our immediate presence, is irrelevent.  It is an everpresent potential that has been itself present since the beginning of time.  This is born out in Genesis as God provides light to separate the darkness. This concept does require a leap of faith.

Consider the dominance of light; darkness can only prevail in its absence.  

Have you ever opened the blinds to let in the darkness?  Not likely.

As noted above, darkness like the image of fear it represents in our culture, can only invade the light if the source of that light is absent.  Darkness, in and of itself, is nothing more than the absence of illumination.  It is the evil that cloaks itself in it that fuels our fear.  Darkness in the womb is the first creative force we experience … it is also a place for rest, for privacy, and for an increase in the sensitivity of our other faculties. Darkness can not exist alone, but in opposition to and in partnership with light. Mathematics is the perfect example of this relationship.

Are you aware that ALL light proceeds from the same source?  All light is an emination of God?  That includes electric lamps, lightning bugs, and fire.  There is nothing that did not originate with Him. 

What is light?  It is the visible residual energy of God’s creative force. 

Who is light?  Christ is the Light.
Why is there light?  Because it alone overcomes the darkness.

This is how light penetrates the darkness at dawn.  Waking is a choice.

“You too must wake up and open your soul.  Cast off this heavy sleep of yours.”

And about raising of the dead … “Arise in the name of Jesus Christ.”  (17B; pg415)
While taken from the Christian Apocrphya, this passage from the Acts of John seems to give us a glimpse into the awareness of light: a morning reprieve after a long dark night.

Light is a broad spectrum by definition as noted in the following from Webster 

(38B;pg 1046)  

Noun (1)  That which makes it possible to see; opposed to darkness; form of radiant energy that acts upon the retina of the eye, optic nerve, etc.  (4) anything that emits, or is a source of, light, as a lamp, candle, taper, lighthouse, star, etc.  (6)  the physical conditions constituting day.  (10) knowledge; enlightment; mental illumination.

Adjective (1) bright, clear; not dark or obscure.    

Verb (1) to kindle or inflame; to set fire to.  (2)  to cause to give off light.  (4)  to brighten.  (5)  to show the way by or as by giving light.  

Verb intransitive (1)  to ignite, to kindle; to catch fire.  (2) to grow luminous or bright.

God is, and God does, all of these things … and yet He is so much more than that, more than we can hope to embrace in mere words, which are only symbols.

Let’s look at what Scripture says about the Light that is God …

Genesis 1:3  Then God said, “Let there be light; and there was light.” (13B;pg 1)
Psalm 119:105  Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.  (13B;pg 818)
Isaiah 2:5  Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.  (13B;pg 898)

Matthew 5:14  “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  
(13B;pg 1264-65) 
John 1:8-9  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.   That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.  (21B;pg 1856)
John 8:12  Then Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.  He who follows me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  (21B;pg 1881)
Ephesians 5:8  for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth) trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  (13B;pg 1567)  
Acts of John  The cross of light is sometimes called logos by me for your sakes…
(17B; 419)
Gospel of Thomas #33  Jesus said, “Preach from your housetops that which you will hear in your ear.  For no one lights a lamp and puts in under a bushel, nor does he put it in a hidden place, but rather he sets it on a lampstand so that everyone who enters and leaves will see its light.”  (5;pg14 Translated by Thomas O. Lambdin)
Light  (Greek)
G5457
φῶς      
phōs
foce
From an obsolete φάω phaō (to shine or make manifest, especially by rays; compare G5316 and G5346); luminousness (in the widest application, natural or artificial, abstract or concrete, literal or figurative): - fire, light.

Thayer Definition:
1) light

1a) the light

1a1) emitted by a lamp

1a2) a heavenly light such as surrounds angels when they appear on earth

1b) anything emitting light

1b1) a star

1b2) fire because it is light and sheds light

1b3) a lamp or torch

1c) light, i.e brightness


1c1) of a lamp

2) metaphorically

2a) God is light because light has the extremely delicate, subtle, pure, brilliant quality

2b) of truth and its knowledge, together with the spiritual purity associated with it

2c) that which is exposed to the view of all, openly, publicly

2d) reason, mind

2d1) the power of understanding especially moral and spiritual truth 

Additionally, Phos is never kindled and therefore, never quenched.  (13B;pg 1886)
Darkness   (Greek)

G4653

σκοτία     
skotia
skot-ee'-ah
From G4655; dimness, obscurity (literally or figuratively): - dark (-ness).

Thayer Definition:
1) darkness

2) the darkness due to want of light

3) metaphorically used of ignorance of divine things, and its associated wickedness, and the resultant misery in hell

Light (Hebrew)

H216

אור 

'ôr
ore
From H215; illumination or (concretely) luminary (in every sense, including lightning, happiness, etc.): - bright, clear, + day, light (-ning), morning, sun.

God is closely associated with it; He created it.  Light is often used as an indicator of time, particularly dawn.  It also signifies life in contrast to death , and is closely related to life and happiness.  (13B;pg 1709)  (all definitions otherwise from 6CD;e-Sword)
Numbers 6:24-25  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you.    (13B;pg 189)  from Aaron’s benediction (blessing on the sons of Israel)
John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

1:2  He was in the beginning with God. 

1:3  All things came into being through Him, and without Him not even one thing came into being that has come into being. 

1:4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

1:5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

1:6  There was a man sent from God; his name was John. 

1:7  This one came as a witness, to bear witness concerning the Light, so that all might believe through him. 

1:8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 

1:9  He was the true Light; He enlightens every man coming into the world. 

1:10  He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

1:11  He came to His own, and His own received Him not. 

1:12  But as many as received Him, He gave to them authority to become the children of God, to those who believe on His name, 

1:13  who were born, not of bloods, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but were born of God. 

1:14  And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us. And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and of truth. 

1:15  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, This was He of whom I spoke: He who comes after me has been before me, for He was preceding me. 

1:16  And out of His fullness we all have received, and grace for grace. 

1:17  For the Law came through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Translated  “For the Law came through Moses, yet its fulfillment was revealed in the grace and truth that is Jesus Christ.  In Him there is no darkness.”

1John 1:1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of Life, 

1:2  (for the Life was revealed, and we have seen it and bear witness, and show to you the everlasting Life, who was with the Father and was revealed to us), 

1:3  that which we have seen and heard we declare unto you, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

1:4  And we write these things to you so that your joy may be full. 

1:5  And this is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 

1:6  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
1:7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us. 

 (6CD; e-Sword Holman translation)

“that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”  (CD6; e-Sword  John 1:5 Holmes translation)

The combination of light-darkness is very widely used in religious symbolism.  In the Bible it occupies a preeminent position.  This is especially true in John’s gospel, where it is employed to present Jesus’ own mission.  

In Genesis God’s first creative action, is in fact, His overcoming darkness with light.

In flooding the primordial chaos of darkness with light, God accomplished the first and fundamental work towards the creation of the cosmos where life would be possible.

(28B;pg 376)

 Walking in the light (1John 1:7) may include the three following things:

(1)
Leading lives of holiness and purity; that is, the Christian must be characteristically a holy man, a light in the world, by his example.
(2)
walking in the truth; that is, embracing the truth in opposition to all error of paganism and infidelity, and having clear, spiritual views of truth, such as the unrenewed never have. See 2Co_4:6; 1Co_2:9-15; Eph_1:18.

(3)
enjoying the comforts of religion; that is, having the joy which religion is fitted to impart, and which it does impart to its true friends, Psa_94:19; Isa_57:8; 2Co_1:3; 2Co_13:11. Compare the notes at Joh_12:35.

As He is in the light - In the same kind of light that He has. The measure of light which we may have is not the same in degree, but it is of the same kind. The true Christian in his character and feelings resembles God. (6CD; e-Sword, Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible)
Those who are deeply experienced in Divine things converse with God, and God with them. What John says is no figure; God and a holy heart are in continual correspondence.   (6CD; e-Sword, Adam Clark’s Commentary)

Light begets light; light merges with light.  In Him there is no darkness.

The cross of light is sometimes called logos by me for your sakes, sometimes mind, sometimes Jesus, sometimes Christ, sometimes a door, sometimes a way, sometimes bread, sometimes seed, sometimes resurrection, sometimes Son, sometimes Father, sometimes Spirit, sometimes life, sometimes faith, sometimes grace; and so it is called for men’s sake.  (17B; 419)   from The Acts of John
Christ is called all of these things in an effort to describe, or to explain, what and who Christ is in human terms.  While these are not at adaquate, it does indicate the absolute breadth He encompasses.  But suffice it to say … “I believe.”

Why do we try to say what  the Mystery is andyet continually fall short?  Possibly the following passage from The Acts of John says it best, “ … Jesus, the men you have chosen still disbelieve you.  And my Lord said to him, “You are right, for they are men.”  (17B; pg 418) 
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