What is a remnant?

Rem’- nant
 [OF. remaindre, remanoir, L. remanere; pref. re- re- + manere to stay, remain. See Mansion, and cf. Remainder, Remnant.] 

1. To stay behind while others withdraw; to be left after others have been removed or destroyed; to be left after a number or quantity has been subtracted or cut off; to be left as not included or comprised. 

Gather up the fragments that remain. --John vi. 12. 

Of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. --1 Cor. xv. 6. 

That . . . remains to be proved. --Locke. 

2. To continue unchanged in place, form, or condition, or undiminished in quantity; to abide; to stay; to endure; to last. 

Remain a widow at thy father's house. --Gen. xxxviii. 11. 

Childless thou art; childless remain. --Milton. 

Syn: To continue; stay; wait; tarry; rest; sojourn; dwell; abide; last; endure. 
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In Scripture I find two distinct references to a remnant.  They are as follows:


Isaiah 37:31   And the remnant that has survived of the house of Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit upward.  (47B;pg 627)
Romans 9:27   And Isaiah cries out over Israel: Though the number of the sons of Israel be like the sand of the sea, only a remnant will be saved (from judgment).  (47B;pg 1033)
Romans 11:5   So too at the present time there is a remnant, selected by grace.  (47B;pg 1035)  

John Darby’s Synopsis suggests that remnants are left to show God’s faithfulness and to glorify Him even in times of darkness.  It is possible that Paul refers to Messianic Jews who embraced Jesus then (Christians) and today … “a proof of the constant favour of the Lord, of the interest he takes in His people, even when they are unfaithful …”  (e-Sword c. 2005)

Paul in Romans echoes Isaiah, in the present age, to confirm the prophecy, which was the establishment of Israel as a sovereign nation in 1948.  Romans 11:5, I believe, refers to the remnant of Christ-followers that was present then and the generations that are present today.  This was a continuation of the prophecy that spoke to the adherents in 35-50 A.D., those in the first centuries, and to those of us who hold fast as the Church Age winds down to the end of days.  The Christian remnant and the Jewish remnant will both be chosen by grace so as to avoid condemnation.  Ultimately those who survive will accept Christ as Lord.  If my apocalyptic knowledge serves me correctly the Christian remnant will be lifted up at what is referred to as the rapture, and the Jewish remnant will be sorted out in the second half of the seven-year tribulation phase. (Having said all of that … I always give God the benefit of the doubt since the nation of Israel, no matter how dispersed, was always been on His heart.  There is no end to His love, His loyalty and His forgiveness.)

Both passages refer to gatherings within larger gatherings or communities … and they are peculiar or unique.  They retain that which sets them apart.  I think we would do well to consider that.  Are we who we claim to be in our daily lives?  Could the casual observer, having spent 15 minutes with you or me, tell the difference … not necessarily label us as Christian, but be aware that we are not typical … that there is something “peculiar?”

I do not suggest that we should be running around reminding folks how different we are.  I do mean that if someone spent time with us, they would detect both how real we are and how we differ from the cultural norm.  Just being a freak may send a signal but it is likely to be misinterpreted.  The Jews are often identifiable because of their visible heritage, but not always because of their faith.  The orthodox sect would be the notable exception.  Christ-followers, Christians, adherents to the Way, whatever, do not have the more readily defined Zionist heritage or geo-political affiliation.  We tend to be as varied as there are individuals who believe.  That works for and against us.

1.) Is there something about you that “sets you apart?”  What is it?

2.) If you were to be interviewed by an objective outsider, what would that individual discover?  How might they detect your faith in Jesus?

3.) Have you heard the term “remnant” from the pulpit or in Sunday school?  Does my lesson differ from what you were led to believe?

4.) Do you believe that the establishment of the nation of Israel is a fulfilled prophecy?  Why or why not?

5.) What are the real consequences of being peculiar or set apart as described above?  Do you observe these consequences to be positive or negative?

