What happens when we are saved? 

“If there’s nothing happening, then nothing’s happened.”

That’s how I would respond to someone asking what the evidence is of a saved soul, a Christ-centered life.  This doesn’t mean that we immediately go out and individually alter the course of humanity.  That is Christ’s role.

Since we all are imbued with varying gifts, it would be incorrect to say that only outward activity is evidence of change, however, there should be notable change in the eyes of those who know us most intimately … most notably, God.  Christ tells us …

Matthew 5:16  In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
John 14:12  "I assure you: The one who believes in Me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  (e-Sword c. 2005 by Rick Meyers, Holman Translation)
Note: This meditation is a continuation of the week #4 lesson on the subject of grace.  It seems that a question of some concern, while hypothetical, really became the focus of our Friday discussion … “Can we give up grace and, in essence, rescind the gift of favor in God’s eyes?”   

My response was not collective, but personal … and that is because a personal relationship with Christ is, by definition, personal, and cannot be objectively assessed or judged by others.  “If you have accepted Christ, and He is the true center of your life, are you able to separate yourself from Him?  Furthermore, knowing what you now know, can you ever go back to a time and place where you do not know Him?”  The answer from the table was an emphatic “no!”  We cannot truly unbecome what we have become.

But, I digress.  The focus of this meditation is to provide what the outcome of a Christ-filled heart is from a Biblical perspective.  We can also add to these our own experiences.  These personal responses are also valid.

 John 15:4,5,8&9  Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me.
My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples.
As the Father has loved me, I have also loved you. Remain in My love.
Galatians 5:22&23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,

gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.

James 1:17&18  Every generous act and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights; with Him there is no variation or shadow cast by turning.
By His own choice, He gave us a new birth by the message of truth so that we would be the firstfruits of His creatures.

James 2:17&18  In the same way faith, if it doesn't have works, is dead by itself.
But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without works, and I will show you faith from my works.

James 2:26  For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

(e-Sword c. 2005 by Rick Meyers, Holman Translation)

So fruits of the spirit are as broad and as deep as the various individual and collective relationships we have with our Savior.    And, as James says, faith without works (or fruit) is dead, hollow … or disingenuous.  James, I believe, also struggled with his Jewish upbringing and his new Christian faith.  He, like Paul, was sorting out the issue of works under the Law and Salvation under grace.  Thus the somewhat confusing dialogue in the book of James.

This fruit, as the Bible calls it, does not come from us, but by the Holy Spirit.  And, it can only be an inevitable consequence of a Christ-filled heart.  Good deeds alone will not get us into heaven, nor are they evidence of Christianity.  James 2:18 makes the best argument.  Works and faith are inextricably bound.  Works without faith bear no fruit.  In closing, consider Christ’s prophetic statement in Matthew:

Matthew 7:19  Every tree that doesn't produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   (e-Sword c. 2005 by Rick Meyers, Holman Translation)

What are the fruits of your faith?

What are your Spiritual gifts?

Do you understand the conflict that James and Paul had to contend with concerning the Law and grace?  Does our culture also create the same confusion of values? 

What does the final passage from Matthew say to you?

