Under Attack

It is not whether we will be attacked, but when.  It will happen.  As I have stated in past lessons, and it bears repeating … the closer you are to God the more attention you will receive from Satan.  When we have made no decision (i.e., fence sitting) it has the same net effect as choosing the dark side.  Not to decide is to decide for evil.  We must make a conscious choice for Christ or it is no choice at all.  It is wise to remember Christ’s own words:  “whoever does not gather with Me, scatters.”  (Matthew 12:30)

There will come a time when the ordinary things we do, day in and day out, will become foreign to us … we will feel out of place and unsuccessful; our most mundane activities will become difficult to accomplish.  We will feel burdened beyond our ability to bear up under the load.   Satan chips away at the foundation of our souls the way water erodes rock over time.  I am not presuming to understand specific personal attacks because it will depend on what we do, how we are wired, what we value, and the depth of our personal relationship with Christ.

It may be our fulltime preoccupation with our job and the unrelenting desire for more that wears us down spiritually and emotionally, but more often it is the subtle undermining of our testimony that is accumulative and undetectable.  Don’t become too focused on the Ozzy Osbournes of this world; be more aware of the company policies that require political correctness at the expense of our freedoms, and the greed that buries us under piles of debt masquerading as “the better, fuller and more satisfying life.”    The only aspect left unfulfilled will be the most important:  our spiritual lives … the necessary cultivation of the soul.

For instance, about 6 months ago, I thought I was experiencing just the inevitable failure at something I had been doing for most of my adult life; that I was having a post-fifty stress overload … maybe a depressive meltdown.  I suspected that it was time to move on, so to speak.  That was not the case.  I am not arrogant enough to say that I am important enough to warrant special attention, but that all who believe in these times will be dealt with severely by the accuser.  He (Satan) will attempt to undermine us in our most basic thoughts and assumptions.  He will cast doubt on our abilities and our intentions.  Satan’s methods haven’t changed, just the spin.  He has many adherents, though they would be surprised to know it. 

Fortunately I recovered from the event, but not before I had literally weeks of depression and self-doubt.  It was not a belief issue with God, or blaming him for my shortcomings.  It was a doubting of self worth.  That alone can lead, if unattended, to doubt in all things including God’s place in our lives as a healer and comforter. 

Satan will attempt to undermine our credibility, to make liars out of us.  He will attempt to use our faith against us, and in some instances he will succeed for we are not yet strong enough.  But in Jesus, if we are faithful, we will overcome.  In Him we are more than conquerors.

Remember Christ’s fair warning, in Matthew 24, when He calls attention to His return and the end of days …

Matthew 24:24-25 & 28  “For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible even God’s chosen ones.  See, I have warned you about this ahead of time.     

Just as the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.”   (Life Application Study Bible; copyright 2004, Tyndale Charitable Trust; pg. 1594)

Note the warning that if it praises God, through Jesus Christ, we will also suffer by being undermined in our efforts to minister to others.  Our crosses will become very heavy, indeed.  Many of these false prophets may be well-intentioned and unknowingly serving the cause of Satan, thereby hurting the chosen ones in an effort to do right (but not being truly righteous).  In our trials we will, and we must, glorify God in the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

We often find ourselves compelled to do things we are not proud of … things we would rather not do because past experience tells us that these acts do not praise Him.  The temptation in these end times will be greater and seemingly impossible to resist.  Most often these acts and activities praise self, and by default give rise to greater sin.  In this Satan is wholly glorified.  If it were not by the grace of Jesus’ death on the cross, we would be eternally dead, eyes of the soul plucked out, unable to see His Light through the darkness.  Satan waits in vain to vindicate himself, to humiliate God through our weakness, and to bury us.  He is, if nothing else, patient.

God does not tempt or manipulate, but as in ancient times, man’s consciousness of self as separate from God, and his exercise of freewill reenacts the playing of the same set of behavioral tapes over and over again: the desire to know God’s mind, to second guess His perfect will, and the hope of living forever by engaging in repeated acts of physical alteration.  Often, because of repeated messaging by the media, we believe we need to and deserve to have these experiences.  In these times God will provide our needs and wants, but we must pray and yield to His perfect will.

The tale of Job resonates with us because the same program is at work today in much the same fashion as it was 4000 years ago.  Satan, believe it or not, is still doing God’s will.  It is the proverbial baptism by fire, I guess.  I don’t know why this occurs other than to allow for choice … so we are not tin men and women … robots of the divine.  If it were not for choice would we still be in Eden or something like it?  There would have been no fall because there would have a prevailing ignorance.  Actually, the “attack” we experience is nothing more than the age-old story of choice and free will.  We relive the tree of knowledge experience every day that we choose one thing above another.  It replays because it must to fulfill God’s will that we should choose and engage in the consequences of failing, falling and redemption.  Someday in heaven this will no longer be necessary because all will be perfected, and those who choose Him will truly be freed from the millstone of choice and sin.    

What will the end by like for those who would not believe?

Matthew 24:46-50  “If the master returns and finds that servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. I tell you the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns.  But what if the servant is evil and thinks. ‘My master won’t be back for awhile,’ and he begins beating the other servants, partying and getting drunk?  The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites.  In that place there will be a weeping and a gnashing of teeth.”    (Life Application Study Bible; copyright 2004, Tyndale Charitable Trust;  pg. 1595)

Note:  weeping and gnashing of teeth is a phrase to indicate a state of despair. (Ibid)

How does Satan operate; how does he lay the framework for attack?  It is subtle, precise, and very personal.  Let’s look at the following passages from Scripture …
Job 1:6   One day the members of the heavenly court came to present themselves before the Lord, and the accuser, Satan, came with them.  “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan.   Satan answered the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s going on.  (LASB pg. 786) 
He is watching at all times.

Zechariah 3:2  The Accuser, Satan, was there at the angel’s right hand, making accusations against Jeshua.  And the Lord said to Satan, “I, the Lord, reject your accusations, Satan.  Yes, the Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebukes you.  This man is like a burning stick that has been snatched from the fire.”  (LASB pg. 1504-5)  

If we believe in God through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, Satan’s accusations will be “thrown out of court.”  God will snatch us from the fire of eternal separation.

Matthew 12:28-30  “But if I am casting out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has arrived among you.  For who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man like Satan and plunder his goods?  Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and plunder his house.  Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t working with me is actually working against me.”  (LASB pg. 1567)  

If you are not working for Christ and the kingdom of heaven, then you are by default, supporting Satan and his objectives to undermine the body of believers.

Matthew 16:23  Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan!  You are a dangerous trap to me.  You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.”  (LASB pg. 1577)

Satan is a trap, a bottomless pit.  Have you ever watched a trapdoor spider operate?  It is unseen by the prey and its method unbelievably fast and deadly … almost invisible to the naked eye.

Mark 4:15  “The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away.”  (LASB pg. 1624)

The things we think we have a decent grip on can slip out of our grasp in an instant … as though we never had ahold of them at all.  Satan takes and never, ever, gives.

Luke 10:18-9  “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them.  Nothing will injure you.”  

(LASB pg. 1706)    

Satan has fallen, and because Christ has defeated death and hell, we will rise with Him.

Luke 22:3   Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples, and he went to the leading priests and captains of the Temple guard to discuss the best way to betray Jesus to them.  (LASB pg. 1734)

Satan enters the willing.  Even the chosen fall prey to sin and require confession and forgiveness. 

Romans 16:19-20  But everyone knows that you are obedient to the Lord.  That makes me very happy.  I want you to be wise in doing right and stay innocent of any wrong.  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.  (LASB pg. 1923-4)  

In Christ we are more than conquerors.  The heal is bruised but the head is crushed.

1 Corinthians 5:5   Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved on the day the Lord returns.   (LASB pg. 1934)

At times being alone without hope is enough to drive us back to God.  Such was the intent of such an act of excommunication or estrangement from the body of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15  These people are false apostles … But I am not surprised!  Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  (LASB pg. 1975-6)
He is a consummate liar.  Do not allow yourself to become complacent in these last days.

2 Corinthians 12:7  So to keep me from being proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud.  

(LASB pg. 1977)

In our weakness our strength is found if only believe in God through Jesus Christ.  Even Satan praises God, for he must, as all things work to praise Him.

1 Timothy 1:19-20  For some people have deliberately violated their consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked.  I threw them out and handed them over to Satan so they might learn not to blaspheme God.  (LASB pg. 2057) 

Paul had removed these individuals from the fellowship of the church so that they might see the error of their ways, repent and correct them.  More than likely this way is a deliberate misleading of believers by purveyors of false doctrine. 

Revelation 12:9  This great dragon – the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world – was thrown down to earth with all his angels.  

(LASB pg. 2187)

Satan, having deceived our forbearers and now the world, is finally punished, defeated, and driven out of heaven a final time.  “The mill of God grinds slow …”

Revelation 20:1-2  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his hand.  He seized the dragon – that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan – and bound him in chains for a thousand years.  

(LASB pg. 2199-2200)  
There is justice in the end, and in the interim.

Revelation 20:7-8 

When the thousand years come to an end, Satan will be let out of his prison.  He will go out to deceive the nations – called Gog and Magog – in every corner of the earth.

(LASB pg. 2200)


Is is a last gasp, a vain effort for Satan, as the final battle is staged, fire from heaven rains down, cutting short any perverse glory for the fallen prince of darkness.  He is thrown into the lake of fire with the beast and the false prophet.

And, while Satan is not specifically mentioned as the assailant in all passages, his fingerprints are all over the evidence.  For example, in Samuel 8:4-21 when Israel cries out for an earthly king as opposed to the unseen protection of God.  While God is upset at the choice of His people, He nevertheless gives them what they ask for in Saul.  It ends up being a tribulation that is experienced generation after generation.  The problem is always the consequence, which Satan cleverly neglects to mention.  

The critical issue is always related to balance of power … it is something we, by our choices, actively participate in.  The balance is struck when God is our chosen Lord and Father:  His love keeps the activities and consequences of Satan in check.  When an imbalance occurs it is evidenced by temptation morphing into sin, and God being eased out of our lives.  Keep in mind that God is never out of control.  The imbalance, when foisted upon communities and nations affects everyone, believers and nonbelievers alike.  All are taken to trial.  Those prepared in Christ will weather the storm most effectively while others will begin to self-destruct.  We are seeing this in our own culture, especially since the birth of the generation known as “baby boomers.”  This begins after WWII and continues as the clock draws ever closer to the designated hour. 

Maranatha! Amen!

PAGE  
5

