Under Grace

“For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”  Hebrews 10:13 &14

The Laws we are most familiar with are the laws of a long-dead priesthood.  Our Law is the Word, the living God in Christ Jesus who accompanies us on our daily walk in the Holy Spirit, our counselor and guide.  This is the magnificence of our God, three in One, above whom there is no other.  This does not remove the notion of a moral foundation, but provides us an opportunity to succeed where the first Adam failed.

Cross reference this to Romans 6:14 which clarifies it as “For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under the law, but under grace.”  Hebrews elaborates on what the “law” was and connects it to “grace” by illustrating how it was that the new covenant came about … and ultimately how we can stand before God justified in Christ Jesus.  That is the key:  when we pray we realize that without Christ as a sacrifice for our sins, we could never raise our eyes to the heavens … our shame would be more than we could bear.  For many that shame overwhelms.  But there is good news because we can be forgiven and we can stand in God’s court with Jesus Christ as our perfect defense council.  Otherwise the prosecution (the Satan) would burn us alive … and that could be literal, I’m afraid.  

Christ is what raises us up after falling short of our mark, stumbling, because in Him sin has no dominion over us!  If not for that “justification” (remember this by using the phrase Just If I’d … never sinned) there would be no hope, and Paul’s letters would be long forgotten in the dust heap of time.  Praise God for giving us this precious gift … one that is given freely.  Such a gift is so vastly different than the conditional gifts of the world; the sparkling, shiny ones that are bound by endless strings. Those “strings attached” weave a web we cannot escape from.  

It truly is a Mystery. 

1.) Do you see how the blood of goats and bulls becomes the cleansing blood of Christ under the new covenant?  

2.) What does justification mean to you?

3.) Why are the gospels called “good news” if it is so difficult to follow Christ?

4.) What would the world be like if God had not sent His Son?

5.) Why is it so hard for us to accept free gifts; why are we so suspicious?

