Uncertainty … equality in doubt

From the op-ed article, Uncertain at best: We serve God better when we don’t wait for 100 percent certainty, by Andree Seu in the December 29, 2007/January 5, 2008 edition of WORLD magazine.

“Many times the resonance of the Spirit is thought of as being passive,” said Dr. Polythress, “but He calls on us to be creative because He is sovereign … a trust in God says, ‘I’m going to venture on this.  I know my motives are not perfect, but I’m going to try it because I know God loves me.’”  The Spirit in us gives us “freedom of exploration.”

… I can move forward with a spiritual commodity that is more true to the real world than “certainty” – “confidence.” Confidence that God loves me.  Confidence that His Spirit lives in me.  Confidence that if I make a mistake His arms will be there to catch this frail saint and put her back on righteous paths, for His name’s sake.

Continuing with the New Year theme, the segment taken from Andree’s piece continues to build upon the tone set by our first acts in the New Year, contributing to the understanding that it is vastly more important to act with confidence than to expect certainty or to wait on perfection.  For a change, we are not working “without a net.”  God is in control, He inspires our soul, and He sets us free on our mission.  We need not be perfect for we are forgiven, so our commitment is more critical than being perfect. 

We all have doubts, but the committed Christian acts, and can be confident of the outcome:  we may not win all of the battles, but the war is already won in Christ! 

With all of the attention paid to planning ahead, with 401K’s, mortgages, IRA’s, etc., it is worth remembering what God intended as a matter of perspective …

Matthew  6:11 “Give us today our daily bread.”  Bread is a good example of a resource that needs to be replenished just about as often as it is eaten because of mold and staleness.  Likewise, living too far ahead of the curve has no significant benefit because it tends to take our eyes off of where we truly are:  we operate in the here and now!  Denial of that fact only makes it more painful to pick up the pieces. Because we have no control, we need to have the confidence to proceed, allowing God to take care of what is God’s.  Note to self:  Everything is God’s.  Control is a myth concocted by marketing gurus.

What is it we fret over that God cannot manage?  Nothing, right?  However, that is easier said than done.  We are insecure.  We are not confident beings.  For most of us the concept of daily bread is literally a foreign concept because of canned storage, freezer meals and the like.  During the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry individuals baked for the meal and captured the main course in the same fashion.  Stuff just didn’t last that long in the heat.  And, yes, I know that dried foods create some flexibility, but that isn’t really the point of the lesson.  The point is … dealing with the here and now.  

1.) Are you comfortable allowing God to lead?

2.) Are you comfortable with His message?  Can you hear Him?  Do you see the road signs?

3.) What would you do differently if you have to manage your resources like “daily bread?”

4.) Is God dynamic or passive in your life?

5.) How far ahead do you plan, and why?  Planning ahead is not a bad thing as long as you do not exist solely in a projected, disconnected, world apart from God’s influence. 

(Biblical translation is Holman from eSword c.2005)

