Comedy Central

1515 Broadway, 45th Floor

New York, NY 10036 

                                                                                                      March 11, 2008

To: Mr. Doug Herzog, President

I am writing about the unabashed, and persistent, use of Christ’s name as a vain exclamation in motion pictures and television today… generally this tool is applied in an apparent effort to draw audience attention to a character’s predicament when he or she is venting frustration or caught unawares.  I suspect that it is meant to underline the intended gravity, vexation or shock.

However, I am personally disturbed by this misuse because 

1.) It is offensive to me as a believing and practicing Christian;

2.) You would never apply the same dialogue using Mohammed, Allah or Buddha;

3.) It is irrelevant as a plot tool or mechanism;

4.) If “damn” were used, or something less expletive, it would in no way alter the theme or momentum of the picture;

5.) It comes across as subtle discrimination and persecution;

6.) It illustrates a lack of consideration & respect;

7.) It promotes the notion that Christianity is marginal and deserving of such treatment … encouraging further use of such language;

8.) It numbs the viewing public to the practice;

9.) It leads me to question the authenticity of the actors and actresses;

10.) It assumes that this is an acceptable, mainstream practice; etc.

Note:  Understand that I am not naming names or referencing specific titles because the practice is so widespread, especially in film, that the list would be too extensive for this forum.  I am sure that you know better than me who the culprits are, and that these folks have a critical impact on the film and television viewer ship. 

Ultimately, I wonder why actors and actresses would support the use of disrespectful language in a way that no one would tolerate if it were lofted as a personal attack.  Therefore, I am asking that you, your peers and associates, support a new approach … one that does not disrespect and marginalize the Christian faith, and does not promote the subtle persecution of believers in Christ Jesus.  

I am asking you to become part of the solution, not remain a part of the problem.  Ask yourself this question, “Have I become so numb to the use of Jesus’ name in vain language that I no longer respond, perceiving it as a normal function of free speech?”  

What is your belief stance?  Are you about being politically correct or spiritually intact?  This is about righteousness, not being right. You can, if you wish, deny all that Christ is, however that does not absolve you of your personal responsibility.  This responsibility is one that has eternal consequences.  It is, of course, a serious decision … one that has a very definite ripple effect; maybe one you have considered from time to time.  If you decide to change your behavior, and the behavior of those who are under your authority you can have a significant impact on thousands … and on your own outlook.

I have a few parting thoughts for you …

· Would you like to hear your children swearing the name of Christ in vain as though it didn’t matter?

· Do you personally approve of the practice or are you just not doing anything about it?

· Do you really think that God doesn’t care, that He requires nothing specific of us?

· Do you believe that there has to be something more at stake than just this life?

Remember that not all Christians represent Christ.  Many are silent sufferers and will not say what is on their mind. Many are self-serving.  But don’t judge too harshly.  None of us can claim perfection.  So, since you are in a position to make a difference, why not pray about what you should be doing, and be an activist?  You don’t have to be perfect or apologize for your past.  You just need to do what’s right in the eyes of God.   

If you want to know more, dust off your Bible and see for yourself.  Or, you can check out the following website: www.gatheringspirit.org
Either way, you now have to answer the critical question … RU4JESUS? 

It’s yes or no and it’s now up to you.

Thanks for reading this letter and giving some serious thought to the influence you have.

In Christ,

Rev. Sean A. Lawrence

1608 Brentwood St.

Middletown, OH   45044

revsean@gatheringspirit.org

