Tithing:  what does it mean?

	T
	IME
	time spent doing what God leads us to do

	I
	NCOME
	a portion of our money-financial support

	T
	ALENT
	use of our talents & gifts-making the most of what we do best

	H
	EART
	a heart for God's work-believing 

	E
	NERGY
	the energy and passion to perform the tasks at hand


I have listened to a lot of sermons on this subject, and have given it much thought over the years.

The break out above is intended to illustrate the broader concept of tithing in the church age, and under grace.  I believe, while still vital, it has taken on a different hue and tone in the fulfillment of Christ.  If we are not careful, we get wrapped up in the purely legal aspects of the Old Testament definition and miss the breadth of opportunity afforded us.

One thing I believe tithing is not is a guilt trip for the purpose of financial gain for the church and its affiliates.  Most pastors have veered away from that approach, thankfully, but not completely … especially since many of our faith-based organizations are financially stressed in today’s economy.  

Interestingly, Christ does not directly address tithing, but suggests that money should be given away, or at the very least be placed in perspective because it can become obsessive.  Probably the most balanced approach is recorded in 

Matthew 6:21   “For where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”

And the painful outcome of that obsession recorded in

1 Timothy 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.  (e-Sword, c.2005 HCSB Translation)

In the parables we are warned to use our resources for benefit, and not to hoard, know where money comes from and provide accordingly (giving God and Caesar what are rightfully theirs, etc.).

God wants all of us, not just a donation.  In doing so we separate ourselves from the real work of the church which does require income to keep the doors open, but once that is accomplished, money will not fill the sanctuary nor will it redeem.  This is not about membership dues, entitlement or buying indulgences.

If you are immersed in your faith, and worship is truly a lifestyle, then 10% of your accumulated and daily resource bank will be just the beginning.  That is why Christ didn’t put a number on it.  He wanted our faith to emanate from the heart not from the purse.  Otherwise we are still bound by, and judged under, a tenant of the law.  And, as the law works, if you meet one criterion and fail on others, you fail completely and grace cannot save you.  That is the reason Christ died:  that if we believe we might be saved.  Outpouring and fruits are the result of that faith relationship.

Amen.

1.) What has been the traditional view of tithing?  Your experience?  Guilt?

2.) Where did this point of view originate?  Why?

3.) Are you surprised to know that Jesus doesn’t talk about it in those terms?  

4.) He suggests that those obsessed with money should give it away.  Why is that?  Is it to experience poverty?

5.) What is the abundance that you can give to the body of Christ? 

