Thy will be done

Romans 10:11   The Scripture says, “No man who believes in Him [adheres to, relies on, and trusts in Him] will [ever] be put to shame or be disappointed.”  (47B;pg 1034)

See Psalm 34:22   The Lord redeems the lives of His servants …
See Jeremiah 17:7   Blessed is the man who believes in [trusts in, relies on] the Lord … 

Upon returning to work after an outpatient elective procedure a friend asked how things had gone.  I said that they had gone well, very well indeed, but that I had certainly been in prayer.  My friend then asked, rhetorically I suppose, if there had been any doubt.  That gave me a moment of serious reflection on my trust factor with God, and I wondered if I had really been so sure it would turn out OK. 

I was directed to Romans in the Amplified Bible, which often provides the broad or consensus translation for a better understanding of what was intended in the Greek by the author. This approach provides period nuances of meaning not found in other more narrow translations. What I found was what I knew in my heart to be true.  The deeper understanding of the passage tells us that anyone who believes will not be ashamed or disappointed in that belief.  Cross-referenced in Psalms, Isaiah and Jeremiah, we find that Paul is taking from what he knew as a learned Pharisee.  He knew that belief in God was never a misplaced or a disappointing faith.

Having said that, does it mean that the things we pray for will always turn out the way we had anticipated or hoped for?  The answer is not always that cut and dried because ultimately God gives us what we need, not necessarily what we ask for.  And yes, I suspect that he will, at times, give us exactly what we ask for in an effort to teach us a life lesson … at times pleasant, at times unpleasant.  But that is not the rule, to my way of understanding. 

I have changed how I pray, as of late, because I know that there is a balance in praying for what we want and for what God’s will provides.  Yes, I am specific in what I would like, but I ultimately ask God to give what is in keeping with His perfect will and what will glorify the kingdom.  That is, essentially, a three-pronged approach that, I believe, allows for personal petition as well as the opportunity to seek God’s will in a way that is both consoling and protective.  Praying only for what we want is selfish, while having no strong opinion or direction is also dangerous.  We need to be sure that in our desire for the best outcome (in our manner of thinking) that we do not overlook an opportunity or outcome that could well be a significant  & life altering, i.e. a blessing.

This also buffers us in the event that things don’t turn out the way we want them to, which can lead to bitterness and resentment.   Remember … it isn’t about us.

1.) Have you ever doubted?  Did you feel guilty in doing so?

2.) If you have never doubted, let me know how that works.  Let us all know how a fragile human being slides by without doubting.  Do you think Jesus doubted?

3.) Have you been taught not to pray for selfish things?  Why do you suppose that approach is considered selfless?  

4.) If God knows what we want, why is it important to pray?  

5.) Did you know that we are taught that if we pray for anything in Jesus’ name that it will be granted?   How can that be?  Read John 14:14-18
