Thoughts on Preferential Treatment of Sin within the Lutheran Church and the Body of Christ at Large.

By Sean A. Lawrence

Preface:  This is about Christ and not about us.  If we divert our purpose and our vision we will be tempted to engage in the sin of lifting ourselves up as gods. This is idolatry and God says that He shall have no other gods before Him.

As a response to the recent discussions that precede a vote on consecrating gay marriages and ordination of openly gay priests in 2005.

This subject is a very sensitive one because it, unfortunately, asks us to embrace sin, to condone and even reward it.

I have been addressing this issue with a family member in a most personal dialogue, and it was not until I was rejected for my own personal beliefs, that I really received a wake up call, truly considering what the issues represent and what the consequences might be for those being given the spotlight under a microscope.

I will refer to the Holy Bible, New King James Version by Thomas Nelson Publishers, copyright 1994 throughout this message.  I have attempted to remain Biblical and to understand Christ as he witnessed to me through Holy Scripture as well as discernment through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

My personal stand is as follows …

1.)  Blessing of same sex marriages:  I do not believe this is appropriate as it is not in keeping with God’s intent or any natural or biological law.  It simply legitimizes a sinful and often self-destructive behavior.  It sends a message of normalcy that is not validated by any reproductive outcome … the reason biological entities pair off in the first place. On the other hand, we should not judge the validity of relationships that may comfort or nurture on an emotional level.  And, if someone, for whatever reason, is living under the same roof as another and needs support as a dependent person, I see nothing wrong with allowing a civil opportunity for that person to be treated fairly under insurance or tax statutes. From a practical standpoint we all pay for it in the long run, and it is not right to deny anyone decency and dignity.  My comments are not intended to support or imply legitimacy for homosexual relationships in any physical or sexual arrangement.

2.)  Consecration of openly homosexual pastorate:  In this case of sacred leadership I do not believe in condoning or rewarding any openly practiced sinful behavior.  This is not in keeping with the notion that we are to be known by our grace and salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, not by our sin.  That is a very personal issue that should be dealt with in confession and prayer.  Labeling anyone and supporting those behaviors, that would be ultimately misleading to the naive and impressionable, and destructive to the body of Christ should not be furthered.  This, however, is only one of many activities that should not be rewarded … excessive gambling, alcohol and drug addiction, cheating, lying, etc., should likewise be opposed.  If a person is working on their ministry, believes deeply that they are called, and has merited the respect and support of the community they belong to … well, that is an issue of discernment that I cannot suggest there is an easy answer to.  God does perform miracles and brings good out of evil. There are also other helping professional and non-professional activities that all of us might benefit from, as it may be more effectively dealt with by persons having had some personal experience “on that side of the fence.” 

It is also prudent at times [for all of us who serve] to step away from our chosen ministry,  and to engage in prayerful reconsideration, especially if we find ourselves in a deeply sinful, and therefore compromised, spiritual state.  It is Christ who must be at the center of our service, not self.  Self is hedonistic and self-gratifying.

Furthermore, our God is a very practical God; He made man and woman to fit together, to become one, for physical, spiritual & emotional comfort and, yes, for reproduction.  From a purely biological perspective this is evidently the way it was meant to be. Same sex bonding, for whatever reason, good or ill-intended, does not fulfill our reproductive needs. If we look only at the aspect of why we are made differently [sexually], the need for the male/female pairing makes perfect sense.  The form, fit and function is fearfully and wonderfully made.  It is practical and pleasurable … the nature of a perfect gift.  In the beginning God wished to see His chosen people fruitful and blessed.  In the Old Testament there are numerous laws that were instituted for the purpose of health, welfare and propagation to increase and protect the numbers of His chosen people.

Genesis 3:27-28   So God created man in His own image; in the image of God he created him; male and female He created them.  Then God blessed them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it …”  

From a biological perspective we would have died out long ago if homosexual pairing were the norm, not the exception or the deviation.

Homosexuality is not the norm.  Yet there are many other behaviors that are also not the norm.  These sins (falling short) should not be treated differently.

Yet when we consider that the Lutheran church appears to be on the cusp of treating it as such, a norm, it is then that we see sin is being defined and handled differently for some and not for others.  Sin is not a relative state, nor can any one of us avoid it or its consequences.  The ground at the foot of the cross is level.  NO SIN should be given preferential treatment or the blessing of a normal status.  If that happens we open up a door that allows us to justify sin in any, and possibly all, cases.  We will judge ourselves righteous, develop our own guidelines, become our own judge and jury and we will become our own god ... one made to our liking.  This would not be dissimilar to forging a golden calf to satisfy our needs for convenience.  God is the only judge; we are not God and we are not qualified to pass His judgment.

Psalm 46:10   Be still and know that I am God.

Matthew 7:1  “Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Who out there is free from sin, and can pass judgment on others with a pure heart and a perfect unbiased mind?  Who can stand tall and unafflicted in the flesh?  The answer is … not one!  With the singular exception of our most Holy God, the great I AM.

Our flesh is the seat of our sin.

1 John 1:8   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

Romans 3:23   …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

So … homosexuality is really no different than any other sin, no matter how great or how small.  The things that would separate us from our Lord Jesus Christ, and be a stumbling block on our spiritual journey, are sins that Christ died for …  so that if we only believe in Him we might be saved.  These sins include, but are not limited to, such things as dishonestly, lust, greed, murder, addiction to alcohol & drugs, sex, gambling and a host of other temptations such as cheating on your taxes, on your spouse, on a test, stealing, misuse of power and authority, being inconsiderate, etc.  The list goes on.  Go ahead and fill in the blanks for the sins you own of both omission and commission.  This exercise should be a humbling one.

John 3:16-17  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that world through Him might be saved.”

But because we sin, God has given His only Son, as Christ tells us in Scripture, to die for those sins so that we might have eternal life and life abundantly both here and in the hereafter.  The crux of the problem at hand is:

We are not to be known by our sin(s) but by our grace and salvation in Jesus Christ.  Otherwise it is simple a labeling process whereby we see each other as 2 dimensional “cut-out” representations of our sinful nature.  We are to rise above this in Christ.  This does not mean that we sweep sin under the rug or ignore it.  There is prayer, confession, the Sacraments, and communion with one another to release us from the bondage of sin.  We must do it often because Satan is a persistent and cunning adversary.

The Lutheran Church is about to engage in preferential treatment of a sinful behavior (or in actuality the by-product of our sinful nature … a condition we all must live with) as acceptable, even rewarding it with consecration.  Do we want this to extend to the openly abusive of child or spouse, openly addicted, openly mentally ill, openly masochistic, openly emotionally detached or openly xenophobic?

Why do we want to openly embrace dysfunction of any variety or degree?  We know it exists; why glorify it?  Why promote or bless it?  Why create an exception?

These are issues that are personal; we all have them to a greater or lesser degree.  Why do we want to open our method of managing our issues to anything less than the litmus test of Christ-like behavior?  That is our standard, and not embracing that “truth” does not alter the truth, it only alters us.
The only thing that really separates us from the rest of the world is a simple decision to love Christ and to know Him as Lord and Savior.  That simple decision is what we will engage in for the rest of our lives.  It is about redemption, not perfection.  It is about belief, not proof.  It is not about being homosexual or bi-sexual or straight.  When you defile a temple, of course there are consequences.   

What I tell anyone who is struggling with personal issue, literally demons, is “ Keep Christ at the center of your universe, and honor Him above all others.”  If this done on a daily basis, we will be in Him, and all things will work to glorify and praise Him and the Father who sent Him.  The Holy Spirit will defend us. We will be perfected in Him in His time.  Life will be as good as it gets.  Stray away from that and it gets bad in a hurry.

This is also not about politics or the law.  While the church is attempting to enact preferential legal standing for homosexual or gay behavior, it ultimately has to be the determination of valid ministry through a leading of the Holy Spirit that governs an individual’s ability to represent fellow Christians.  All of this is about the Spirit, not the spirit of the law.  If you will notice, the Ten Commandments say absolutely nothing about homosexuality with the exception of not committing adultery …which was a focus on being adulterous in worship and of giving of oneself to other gods.  The Law generally focuses on worship of the one true God, and dealing fairly with one’s neighbors.  God said it and Christ fulfilled it.  Do you recall me saying that our God is a practical God?  This is about order and fair community.  Those behaviors that disrupt good order and fair community do exact consequence, and that is the price we all pay for sin.

With regard to law, I point to the passage Matthew 22:21 in which Christ responded to the hypocrites who wanted only to ensnare Him. And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

Christ separated the law from the salvation that He offered.  The process of the worldly lawgivers is a matter of not violating, whereby the fulfillment of the Law in Jesus Christ is prophetic and forgiving … salvation of the violator, the sinner:  all of us who believe and yet fall short.  Secular law is not about love, but about power and authority, and about legislation; the fulfillment of the Law in Jesus Christ is about perfect love because in Him rests all power and authority.  The point is … we need to know one another not by our violation, our sin, but by our love, our Christ-likeness.  What does the old hymn say:  “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  

So we know what the Bible says about sin, and morality …Christ does leave this up to us as we make our personal decisions about our lives and our consequences.  One thing we should always keep in mind is that where there is sin there is consequence.  For the homosexual these consequences might be physical abuse, disease, separation from loved ones, denial, self esteem issues, troubled relationships … and the list goes on.  It could read universally for sinners of all persuasions.  

When the woman caught in adultery was brought before Christ by the scribes and Pharisees in the Temple this is what transpired …

John 7:8 & 11   So when they continued asking Him, He raised himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”

And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”

Again, it is not our place to judge, nor is it our place to condone.  The biggest problem the church, as an institution, faces is the demand for more people and more money to support ever-burgeoning outreach and media-based ministry budgets.  I am afraid that this latest ploy to consecrate certain behaviors, in this case homosexuality, is tied to a secular need for wealth and statistical growth, and a desire to conform to what the world would want to call normal.  Looking in a mirror and seeing a familiar face is always comforting and self-centered.  The more Christ-centered we are the less self-centered we become. The media is rife with shows and ads that portray being gay as a normal healthy, and attractive lifestyle … so much so that there is an attempt to persuade the straight class to dabble.

[If these sins are so normal, why do the media and others work so hard to convince us of its normalcy?  Why is the Church spending so much money, time and effort to prove what should be obvious?  Shakespeare, I believe, said it best: “Thou dost protesteth too much.”]    

Jesus was first about being nonjudgmental, but then reminding us that this “near miss” was not an accident.  Behaviors bring about consequences.  Toward that end He directed the woman to go and sin no more.  By this I believe He meant that we should learn and not repeat our sinful behavior, and that if we do there may be a consequence we bring upon ourselves that we cannot ultimately avoid.  This does not mean that He will abandon us or love us less, but that our lives will be filled with unnecessary heartache and separation from Him … if we insist in engaging in repeated sinful behavior.  And there is always hope: Christ died for us on the cross, and that cannot be undone.  The only sin that will truly separate us from God for eternity is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  This is essentially denial of God as God.  Because of the triune nature of God you cannot deny one aspect and believe in the others.  It is an all or nothing proposition; you cannot “pick and choose.” 

Matthew 12:30-32  “He who is not with me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.  Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.  Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.”
It is about Jesus Christ, not about our sin, our convincing rhetoric or those petty things that would divide us as believers. Those who are not with Him are against Him.  We are looking to the law to unite … it can only divide and subtract.  And that is the seed that Satan has planted.

