This world: in it but not of it 

John 15: 18-19   “If the world hates you, understand that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own.  However, because you are not of this world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you.”

John 17:14-18   “I have given them Your word.  The world hated them because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world.  I am not praying that You take them out of the world, but that You protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth.  As you sent Me into the world, I have also sent them into the world.” 

We are in the world but not of it.  But we are not to avoid it.

The Word and the world … hmmmm.  The Word was made flesh and did reside in this world that we might be saved, not condemned.  We condemn ourselves by our sin.  Christ came to us to save us from ourselves; the creation itself is neutral but blemished by our stain.  Yet, that too will be resurrected as part of the new earth that contains the new Jerusalem. 

Christ said that the world would hate us, but he never said, “don’t go into it.”  How else could the Word be proclaimed?  He spent significant time with sinners (like us), yet it was not Him, but them, that were forever changed.

I believe that this passage has been both used effectively and abused completely.  I honestly think that those who use it most often are trying to protect the ones they love from getting wrapped up in something they may not be able to easily extract themselves from.  Some of the consequences of our activities are dire, but that does not mean that we should stop living, or never engage.  We learn by doing, and yes …there are also dire consequences in our spiritual lives.  The line of demarcation is not so easily laid down here.  It’s not blurred so much as it is blended because God is the author of all things … not some things, but all things! 

Thus, my contention is that we should not separate ourselves from these “worldly” experiences if we are to be credible witnesses.  Would you really take seriously the directions of an individual who had never been to the place you wanted to visit?  The view would lack the landmarks and the fullness of the experience.  Always take directions from someone who also knows the back roads, as well as the best restaurants and lodging.  From this you can also learn what to avoid, the pitfalls, so to speak.

It’s like saying that when we are swimming we are “in the water, but we are not the water.”  We have water in us at a very high percentage, but we do not identify ourselves as bodies of water.  Likewise, we are living in the world, but we are not that world.  We are the part or parts of it that we bring into our minds and bodies, and incorporate into our experiences and personality.  We are separate and identifiable entities.  God knew us and named us before we were in the womb, and before time began.  Where we go and how we navigate, on our journey, is our choice.  Our ultimate destination is the direct result of our choosing.  Choose wisely.

When you read this title what is your immediate (gut) response?

What is Christ telling us in John’s gospel?

How do you reconcile this conflict or issue?  It is a paradox of sorts.

Have you ever felt that you really didn’t belong here (in this place or in this time)?

Do you think of the world we live in as separate from God … maybe not as spiritual or as favored by Him?

Why does Jesus make the distinction between the world and the Word?

