The most difficult to persuade

I considered some of the folks I have come into contact with, and thought it would be worth writing down a few of the characteristics that make acceptance of Christ as Savior problematic for them.

These three items do seem to be common denominators, but are not exclusive.  And believe me when I say that my reference to a specific denomination is not a personal bias, but an observation.

1.) Having had an upbringing in a rigid or orthodox denomination.  Catholicism ranks at the top, but is not alone.  This probably qualifies as rebellion against repression (and/or, to some degree, free thinking being criticized) or a strong patriarchy.  Many believe that because man does it, God condones it.  This is especially true with the fall of the priesthood in higher profile denominations.  

2.) Reasonably well off financially, though not necessarily wealthy, by any means.  Seems to permit the notion that avenues other than God may satisfy critical needs.  Tend to have a deist approach to belief system, and are extremely wary of perceived “organizational or institutional” wrongs.    

3.) Strongly developed sense of a need for independence, and identifies with the cultural standard of “doing for oneself.”  This is the embedded belief that God only helps those who help themselves.  In other words, the long-held tradition of keeping God out of the equation until a disaster strikes, or it becomes obvious that one’s skills are woefully inadequate.

Even with these three there are a multitude of other drivers; and … if one of these three is subtracted, these folks are likely to also fall back on one or both of the other “reasons” for not surrendering their lives.

This is truly a process, not an event.  It can take years, or even a lifetime, to correct. 

Philippians 1:21  For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  (3B;pg 1476)
1.) Why would item #1 be a stumbling block?

2.) Why would item #2 be a stumbling block?

3.) Why would item #3 be a stumbling block?

4.) Are you familiar with these scenarios in your life or in the lives of those you come into contact each day?  Which one is the most difficult to overcome?

5.) Why don’t individuals want to give up control in the face of insurmountable odds?  Not having to carry the “whole load” seems like a very rational approach.  Why is a personal savior such a “tough sell?”

