The following are ideas I would like to discuss; issues that are worthy of consideration.

1.)  Creation   Are you aware that there are two creation stories in Genesis?   

Version 1 is in Genesis 1:1-26, etc. & 2: 1-3   

Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Gen 1:2  And the earth was without form and empty. And darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters. 

Gen 1:26  And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creepers creeping on the earth. 

Version 2 is in Genesis 2:4-9, etc.

Genesis 2:6 But there went up from the earth a mist and watered all the face of the ground. 

Gen 2:7  And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
V1 is the detailed vesion that we are all familiar with, while the V2 is apparently a recap with the addition of how the waters “went up from the ground” and how God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” There is no mention of the “Us” or plural entities in V2. (21B;pg 5-8)

God chose to provide two different versions … one more detailed, one less so.  Why is this?  We do not know for certain, but because it is the Law, it is presumed to serve His Will and unending Mystery.  This is what we know.  It preserves the breath of God in the Torah: the breath of God in Jesus Christ. 

2.)  The Gospel of Thomas   While this is not a Gospel in canonical terms, it is however, good news in the truest sense of the tradition of inspired Christian writing.  Personally, I do think it is vital to our faith records, but I do not want to assume that it should be included in the Bible. It is a tangible documented tradition, and is believed to be one of the earliest sources of Gospel subject matter.  Whether or not you believe in the veracity of this document, it is worth peering into … asking why it has attracted so much attention in Christian communities since its discovery in 1945.

Consider passage #77
Jesus said, “I am the light that is over all things.  I am all:  from me all came forth, and to me all is attained.

Split a piece of wood; I am there.

Lift up a stone and you will find me there.”   (1:pg 9)
See John for the mystical similarity

John 8:12  Then Jesus spoke again to them, saying,  I am the Light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

3.)  Judaic Law  The Law we are familiar with in the Old Testament and that which Christ fulfilled is the Torah (instruction or teaching) also known as … the Pentateuch … the Mosaic Law … the first 5 books of the Bible:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy.  These are the books that are not to be altered until He reappears.

Matthew 5:18  For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any way pass from the Law until all is fulfilled. 

This does not refer to the Bible as we know it, but the Law of the Hebrews given to Moses by God on Mt Sinaii.  Christ came to fulfill the Law, not to destroy it.

Matthew 22:35  Then one of them, a lawyer, asked, tempting Him and saying, 

Mat 22:36  Master, which is the great commandment in the Law? 

Mat 22:37  Jesus said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

Mat 22:38  This is the first and great commandment. 

Mat 22:39  And the second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

Mat 22:40  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

The Law and the Prophets.  This is about looking back at the Jewishness that was the faith of the Hebrew people, and of Jesus and His followers.  The Law is there as the backbone of their covenant with God and as a definition of their culture… their identity.  Christ is the Word and the Law incarnate.  

The Law is that you love God and your neighbor.  This is the message of Jesus the Christ.  The Law is not bound by time and place.

4.)  Are we in the End of Days? *  We have been in the Church Age since the resurrection and ascension of Christ.  It will end when He returns.  It is thought that this will occur when God the Father waits no longer for the last converted soul.

Dan 12:4  But you, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, even to the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

This has been particularly evident since the end of WWII, the age of the atom and the headlong increase in mobility and technology.   This would also explain the interest in the Bible Code.  God is that voice crying out in the wilderness.  The end is nearer.  

Acts 2:17  "And it shall be in the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh. And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Act 2:18  And in those days I will pour out My Spirit upon My slaves and My slave women, and they shall prophesy. 

Act 2:19  And I will give wonders in the heaven above, and miracles on the earth below, blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

Act 2:20  The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before that great and glorious Day of the Lord. 

Act 2:21  And it shall be that everyone who shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

These days are those days.  It has come full circle.  The day of Pentacost was a signal that we are in a time of reckoning … a time when God is considering if the time is at hand.  

5.)  What is/are the Apocrypha?

Jewish and ancient Christian writings, similar in title and subject to the canonical books, but to which the Church never attributed definite canonical authority.  These are Old Testament works 

From The New World Dictionary Concordance … Some of these books were accepted as inspired in several regions of the Church, and by some ecclesiastical writers.  Protestants generally consider some as authentic or canonical.  Roman Catholics call them the deuterocanonical books.  Although apocryphal works are not generally considered inspired or canonical, they are of great value in investigating religious doctrine of Judaism at the time of the birth of Christianity. They do suggest, and/or confirm certain threads of early Church theology and development. 

Note:  included in the Old Testament apocrypha are Esdras, Maccabees, Sirach, the Book of Wisdom, etc. Some of the New Testament texts are the Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of the Hebrews, Acts of Andrew, the Apocalypse of Peter, etc.

(28B; pg31 general ideas)

1 Esdras 9:5   I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands to the Lord my God, and said, “My God I am confounded and ashamed to lift up my face to thee, for our iniquities are multiplied over our heads, and our sins are grown up even to heaven, from the days of our fathers.”  (Holy Bible Saint Joseph Textbook Edition, copyright 1963, Catholic Book Publishing Co.)
6.)  *The Revelation of John  The most apocalyptic of the New Testament books, it is famous for the difficulty in interpretation, and for the variety of interpretations assigned to it.  It appears to speak to both the concerns of the beast Rome and the beast of the antichrist to come.  It reveals a simultaneous prophecy …. God and satan battling through the institutions of this world. There has been an ongoing concern over whether this book actually has a place in the New Testament, as it differs so radically in content and style from the other gospels (good news) and epistles (letters).

What does this command about the “Words of the Book” mean?
Revelation 22:19  And if anyone takes away from the Words of the Book of this prophecy, God will take away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which have been written in this Book.

This is regarding  the Revelation alone as it would not have referenced the Bible as we understand it today.    The canon of the Bible was not assembled until the mid 4th century as noted below.  This book was written at a later date (about 95 A.D.) in a place separate
from the other writings (presumably Patmos of the coast of Greece).

7.) When was the Bible as we know it assembled?  

Initially defined or formed in about 357 A.D.  Canon comes from the Greek word kanon meaning a measure or norm.  Numerous councils were convened between 393 and 419 A.D. in the west and 692 A.D. in the east.  The Catholic Church defined the collection of sacred books at the Council of Trent in 1546 and confirmed by Vatican I in 1870.   (28B;pg 30-31)

What happened between 33 A.D. and 393, 692, 1546 and 1870?

Note:  All texts were written by the end of the first century or about 95 A.D.

The Old Testament was well defined by Christ’s ministry.

What happened to the various traditions that lived and breathed before the authority of the orthodox (or correct) church delivered its judgement?  Some were extinguished, some survived and later died out, and some have been rediscovered after being hidden away for centuries of safekeeping.

2Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

2Ti 3:17  that the man of God may be perfected, thoroughly furnished to every good work. 

8.)  Has God quit revealing?   

Not if the discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library near the upper Nile and Dead Sea Scrolls near Qumran are any indication.  God is under no obligation to meet our expectations.  We cannot keep Him in a box or between the covers of any manuscript.

What did John say about this, looking back as the last witness to His ministry as the Christ?

John 21:25  And there are also many things, whatever Jesus did, which, if they should be written singly, I suppose the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen. 

      So when John says that the world could not contain the books that would be written if all the deeds and sayings of Jesus were recorded, he clearly intends nothing more than that a great many books would be required, or that it would be extremely difficult to record them all; intimating that his life was active, that his discourses were numerous, and that he had not pretended to give them all, but only such as would go to establish the main point for which he wrote that he was the Messiah   (Barnes Commentary from e-Sword)

No argument against the rationale, but does that preclude the autheticity of other works excluded from the canon, but used for centuries as gospel, tradition, and doctrine for worship in various communities following the “Way” of our Lord?

John 20:30  And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. 

Joh 20:31  But these are written so that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you might have life in His name. 

Again, note that this was written before the Bible was collected and assembled, therefore it would appear to refer to John’s writings alone.

In Conclusion: These are but a few questions and brief responses.  Please consider them and let me know if these are worth discussing in the study, or simply to be left to personal reflection.
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