Early in the year 2004

The following are comments made by Dr. Robert Neubauer, Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Farmington, NM, upon reading Gospel of Thomas Research (the first 100 pages).  These were submitted at a meeting for the purpose of review by a Pastor of the Christian faith and as a student of philosophy, as he is an instructor at San Juan College.  I had asked for this review by a theologian so that I might better tailor my work to its appropriate end, and to structure it with [possible] publication in mind.  This is to be a life’s work as it is a living document.  Pastor Neubauer will also serve as an interpreter for the Greek should/as nuance of definition & translation be an issue.

It should be understood that the inquiry evolved from a question raised in conversation some years ago.  It was asked that I explore the Gospel of Thomas as a legitimate codex, and continue the definition of the theology it reflects, especially as early ecclesiastical theology and tradition which the Pastor and I agreed would have a bearing in the next generation on the “gathering of true believers,” a “finding” that is beginning to be rekindled as a part of the Third Reformation of the Body of Christ.

1.) What is the nature of your inquiry?  The question being explored?

2.) Doctrine is not simply an “other” from personal revelation.  These two things are not others, but often one & the same.  You assume they are distinct, but one creates the other, and the other defines personal revelation.  

3.) Interesting proposition, discovery of text (in time, history) is significant to interpret both the text & events of history.

4.) Develop “theology” of the “lion” & Eucharist further, you have a great metaphor here.

5.) Expand nature of heaven as a condition & place.

6.) Kingdom theology – cedar vs. mustard plant, very insightful.

7.) Can’t have a new belief in an old skin! Great metaphor.  Our behavior will reflect our salvation (not wax righteousness).

8.) Expand – being raised from the deadness of the world. 

