Ephesians 4:30   And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by Whom you were sealed as God’s own for the day of redemption.  (47B;pg 1084)
The best defense is a better offense

By that I do not mean that the best way to handle a situation is to ward off attackers by simply defending your turf.  In this case I am referring to apologetics.  No, that does not mean apologizing.  The strength of any debate is placing the burden of proof back in your adversary’s lap.

I am coming to my point so bear with me.  I have always pondered how to best respond to someone who either denies God’s existence or demands that you (or I) prove that He exists in tangible ways.  And I believe that this argument is also a rhetorical approach to putting off any commitment to God because it requires a specific, self-directed act.  Honestly, I think most folks who ask these questions deeply desire something more, and are deathly afraid of what will be required of them.  Here we go … this (the premise) found its way to me through a book entitled The Gospel of Yeshua by Skip Johnson:

We are always, as Christ- followers, being put on the spot, the defensive as it were, when we are asked to prove in some undeniable way that God exists apart from our relational experience with Him through His Son Jesus Christ.  I suggest that for a person who is looking for proof without that personal experience, short of a lightning strike, he or she will not be convinced by your argument or anyone else’s.  Know this … it isn’t your information that is being rejected; it’s the requirement associated with having to act on it; to seek … to make the effort … and to be unsettled or disturbed by what is discovered.  

I think back to the Gospel of Luke 18:18-25 where the rich man asks Jesus what it takes to be a follower, and he tells the young man to rid himself of his wealth and seek things spiritual.  The man walks away dejected because he cannot bring himself to part with his wealth and his comfort.  This is what I believe happens when individuals have the “desire to have the desire,” but not the deep passion required to move ahead in their spirituality. 

We know from past engagements that it is impossible to “prove” God’s existence to someone who really doesn’t want to be convinced.  But, let that person convince him or herself, and everything changes.  Use role reversal, turn the situation around, and ask that individual to “prove that God doesn’t exist!”  It takes the burden of proof off of your shoulders (even though it needs no proving to you) and places the responsibility for answering the question squarely in the lap of your favorite skeptic.  The most celebrated conversions have been drawn out of exploration meant to prove that the atheist is right, after all.  Lee Strobel, author of The Case for Christ, is one of these. 

The mechanics of the scenario are this:  we cannot save or convince anyone.  We all have free will, and it is the domain of the Holy Spirit to affect that level of spiritual overhaul.  Our most convincing experiences are our own, not someone else’s, right?  It’s rare that a child learns from parental advice.  They, like we, learn from their own mistakes.

Romans 5:4-5   … hope of eternal salvation.  Such hope never disappoints, for God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us.  (47B;pg 1027)

1.) Where is your hope these days?

2.) What did it take to “turn you around” spiritually?  What convinced you?
3.) Do you have a friend or relative who is not a believer?  Do you believe that you have the power to convert an individual who has chosen against God?

4.) Have you found it difficult to stay on course, spiritually, despite your upbringing or awareness that you are drifting?

5.) Have you read The Gospel of Yeshua?  It helps with the perspective on the balance of the man and the God.  It should not stand alone, without a strong Scriptural underpinning, but is worth reading.

