The Unkindest cut

Acts 26:9   In fact, I myself supposed it was necessary to do many things in opposition to the name of Jesus the Nazarene.

The legacy of Saul of Tarsus continues to the present day.  The quote from Paul, above, indicates the power that Jesus’ name conveys.  I really do not believe that people misusing the name today understand that they are literally playing with fire.  With that thought in mind …

Sometimes on TV you’re amazed at what you hear, mostly you are not, and at other times it’s just plain sickening.  I admit that I have a pretty high tolerance, and can put up with a lot before being truly put off … but this weekend I believe I found my threshold for the most offensive fifteen seconds of airtime ever.  It was during a South Park ad over the weekend of March 8th featuring two silhouetted profiles mouthing various words of apparent reference to the cartoon.  However, the piece that floored me was each of the silhouettes alternately mouthing the syllables Je-sus (spelled out in lower case below the figures) and then hearing a distinct “ugghhh” as though saying the name was somehow disgusting and repulsive. 

My wife and I looked at each other, and for once, I was actually speechless.  I could not believe the blatant lack of respect for our Lord, regardless of how terribly [and equally] every other individual of consequence may have been treated by the animators.

Persecution is here, it is in our midst, and it is not subtle.  I know that this should be no surprise, but even I was caught off-guard by the brazen nature of the attack.  

So … what to do?  I will write the network and make my displeasure known.  I will pray for those involved, and let these folks carve out their own hell.  I guess I mistakenly believed that the animated series might have had some remotely redeeming value as social satire.  I was wrong, and my days of [even] casually viewing it are over.  

For any of you, who have children watching this, be aware and very careful of what is being cultivated in the soil of those young hearts and minds.  At the very least, this activity numbs our defenses a step at a time until we are unaffected by what is being communicated, not matter how unimaginable… and it blows right by us under our spiritual radar.  It becomes embedded in our mainstream culture, and Satan is a really happy guy.  I don’t know if we can prevent this, or even if it would be warranted, but it is worth being cognizant of.   Living here doesn’t mean that we have to approve of all that unfolds around us.  If it’s raining, put on a raincoat.  The top dog at Comedy Central is:
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