The Trinity of Genesis

Genesis 1:26   Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth."

Interestingly enough, the Trinity of the New Testament was never mentioned in that specific use of the term.  And, it is never mentioned in the Old, except in this anecdotal reference.  There was a time when I thought this passage in Genesis was simply a reference to God’s conversation with angels, as in Job where He dialogues with them in His court.  Today I see it very differently because I see it with different eyes … the eyes of a discerning spirit.  My eyes are wide open.

Additionally, the “Let us make man in Our image…” phrase would further suggest the presence of the Triune Godhead, because it is known that we are not made in the image of angels or other created beings.  God alone breathed pneuma [the spirit of life] into us.  We are spiritual beings because of Him.

The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is evidenced by association, and by inclusion, as it is illustrated in the following Scripture (and there are many other passages, as well, that support this doctrine) …

John 14:26   But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit--the Father will send Him in My name--will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.
Luke 11:13   If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?"
Luke 12:10   Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
Acts 2:33   Therefore, since He has been exalted to the right hand of God and has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit, He has poured out what you both see and hear. 

Acts 7:55   But Stephen, filled by the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven. He saw God's glory, with Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and he said, … 

(e-Sword, c. 2005 by Rick Meyers)

It is now clear that God has not really changed over the thousands of years of human history.  That, of course, is the nature of God.  He cannot be what He is not.  Humanity, it would appear, has not changed in essential ways, either. It is satisfying as a Christian to see that Christ does, in fact, fulfill the promises of the Old Testament prophecy … and that the Trinity has been present all along in the Judeo-Christian tradition.  We do not have to try to link the two halves of our Bible.  The Trinity is present at Creation, during Christ’s ministry and post-Resurrection.  John 14:26, above, captures it beautifully and completely in the words of our Savior.   

From The HOLMAN Illustrated Bible Dictionary; c. 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers:

The OT does feature implications of the trinitarian idea.  This does not mean that the Trinity was fully knowable from the OT, but that a vocabulary was established through the events of God’s nearness and creativity; both receive developed meaning from NT writers.  A distinguishing feature of the NT is the doctrine of the Trinity.  It is remarkable that NT writers present the doctrine in such a manner that it does not violate the OT concept of the oneness of God.  (pg. 1325-6)   

Note the use of the multiple manifestations of God in the above passages.  Especially in Luke 11:13 Christ Himself speaks about God and the Spirit, while in 12:10 God is already known and accepted in Jewish theology.   

The doctrine of the Trinity is the result of continuous exploration by the church of the biblical data, thrashed out in debate and treatises, eventually formulated at the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD in a way they believe is consistent with the biblical witness, and further refined in later councils and writings.[1] The most widely recognized Biblical foundations for the doctrine's formulation are in the Gospel of John.[1] (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Trinity)

Other Old Testament references to the triune manifestation of God the Father:

Genesis 1:2    Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 

Genesis 41:38   Then Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find anyone like this, a man who has the spirit of God in him?" 

Numbers 11:25   Then the LORD descended in the cloud and spoke to him. He took some of the Spirit that was on Moses and placed the Spirit on the 70 elders. As the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they never did it again. 

Psalm 51:11   Do not banish me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Isaiah 63:10   But they rebelled, and grieved His Holy Spirit. So He became their enemy and fought against them. 

Isaiah 7:14   Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel. 

References to the Holy Spirit are frequent in the Old Testament.  And Christ is prophesied in both Isaiah and Daniel. The trinitarian motif has been present all along, and Christ does unify the Bible as the true Messiah.  Amen.

1,)Do you view the Trinity as solely a NT concept?

2.)Do you believe that the OT and NT God is the same being?

3.)What is your understanding of the Trinity?

4.)Was the Triune God separated when Christ bore the sins of the world?

5.)Can you find other references to the Triune nature of God, than those listed in this lesson?

Trick Question:  Can you find the specific location in the Bible where the word “Trinity” is first used?

