The Tribe

The tribe is defined as a family, or those of common ancestry. eg: we are all technically the tribe of Noah.



Above is a graphic that illustrates our tribe and the families it represents.  We see ourselves as one of the lost tribes of Israel, the 13th tribe as it were, scattered searching for a homeland.  We will take the name of our patriarch.  We will be called the tribe of Guy from this time forward.  I liken us to the tribe of Joseph.  See Jacob’s prophecy below in Genesis 49:23-26.
Like Israel that was scattered, we are to return to our homeland, as well … a refuge that will protect and nurture us as the whirlwinds of the world engulf us.  May God bless us.

The Holy Bible, New International Version. Pradis CD-ROM 
Jacob Blesses His Sons (the 12 tribes)
Ge 49:1 Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come. z  

Ge 49:2 “Assemble a  and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel. b  

Ge 49:3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, c  my might, the first sign of my strength, d  excelling in honor, e  excelling in power. 

Ge 49:4 Turbulent as the waters, f  you will no longer excel, for you went up onto your father’s bed, onto my couch and defiled it. g  

Ge 49:5 “Simeon h  and Levi i  are brothers—their swords 232 are weapons of violence. j  

Ge 49:6 Let me not enter their council, let me not join their assembly, k  for they have killed men in their anger l  and hamstrung m  oxen as they pleased. 

Ge 49:7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, n  so cruel! o  I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel. p  

Ge 49:8 “Judah, 233 q  your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck r  of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. s  

Ge 49:9 You are a lion’s t  cub, u  O Judah; v  you return from the prey, w  my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 

Ge 49:10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, x  nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs 234 y  and the obedience of the nations is his. z  

Ge 49:11 He will tether his donkey a  to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; b  he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. c  

Ge 49:12 His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk. 235 d  

Ge 49:13 “Zebulun e  will live by the seashore and become a haven for ships; his border will extend toward Sidon. f  

Ge 49:14 “Issachar g  is a rawboned 236 donkey lying down between two saddlebags. 237 h  

Ge 49:15 When he sees how good is his resting place and how pleasant is his land, i  he will bend his shoulder to the burden j  and submit to forced labor. k  

Ge 49:16 “Dan 238 l  will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel. m  

Ge 49:17 Dan n  will be a serpent by the roadside, a viper along the path, o  that bites the horse’s heels p  so that its rider tumbles backward. 

Ge 49:18 “I look for your deliverance, q  O LORD. r  

Ge 49:19 “Gad 239 s  will be attacked by a band of raiders, but he will attack them at their heels. t  

Ge 49:20 “Asher’s u  food will be rich; v  he will provide delicacies fit for a king. w  

Ge 49:21 “Naphtali x  is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns. 240 y  

Ge 49:22 “Joseph z  is a fruitful vine, a  a fruitful vine near a spring, whose branches b  climb over a wall. 241 

Ge 49:23 With bitterness archers attacked him; c  they shot at him with hostility. d  

Ge 49:24 But his bow remained steady, e  his strong arms f  stayed 242 limber, because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, g  because of the Shepherd, h  the Rock of Israel, i  

Ge 49:25 because of your father’s God, j  who helps k  you, because of the Almighty, 243 l  who blesses you with blessings of the heavens above, blessings of the deep that lies below, m  blessings of the breast n  and womb. o  

Ge 49:26 Your father’s blessings are greater than the blessings of the ancient mountains, than 244 the bounty of the age-old hills. p  Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, q  on the brow of the prince among 245 his brothers. r  

Ge 49:27 “Benjamin s  is a ravenous wolf; t  in the morning he devours the prey, u  in the evening he divides the plunder.” v  

Ge 49:28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, w  and this is what their father said to them when he blessed them, giving each the blessing x  appropriate to him. 
What does the Bible say about families?

The Holy Bible, New International Version. Pradis CD-ROM:Mk 3:24. 
Mk 3:24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  

Mk 3:25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.
The Holy Bible, New International Version. Pradis CD-ROM:Mk 3:27. 
Mk 3:27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. p

Both Christ and Satan can be dividers of households, tribes and communities.  The difference is that Satan destroys while Christ divides and glorifies.  Granted, both are choices, however … one takes and the other gives; one brings down while the other lifts up.  Will we be lifted up in Christ or we meet the lower expectations of the world … “hooray for me and to hell with you,” as my Father used to say.

Not Peace but Division (Really? Why?)
Lk 12:49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  

Lk 12:50 But I have a baptism k  to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! l   

Lk 12:51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.  

Lk 12:52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three.  

Lk 12:53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” m  

Will we be the family united or the family divided in our belief in Christ as Savior?   There will be those who will not, or cannot, open themselves up easily.  They need to be prayed for and encouraged.  They may be asked to take a break, reconsider their position, and return when so moved.  We will not excommunicate anyone because they disagree.

The tribe has boundaries and laws that keep it intact.  Violations of those laws threaten to dissolve it.  As noted above, those who will not support the personal and tribal boundaries will be asked to reconsider.  It is ALWAYS Christ at the center!  It must be this way because no other can be held as high and so far above reproach.  Regardless of personal perception, none of us rises above another, and none can be God.  At the foot of the cross, the ground is level.

We must respect the dignity of each family member, and thus each tribal member.  However, no member has a right to violate the personal boundary of another without his or her consent.  

Open communication is absolutely encouraged as the only solution to long-term cohesion of the tribal unit, and the solidarity of each family unit, as it impacts the whole.  Consider the graphic above.  I wish to conduct both Bible studies and family meetings.  These can be merged, and probably should be, as the bond that will hold the tribe together will be the bond in Christ.  This is the same bond that held the early church and similar communal Christian communities together in times of persecution.  Hopefully, the studies will spawn openness and dialogue under the umbrella of the Holy Spirit.

While these engagements can initially divide, they will eventually unite if we are willing to place our faith in Christ.  This is a rational and completely successful approach that will work for those who believe in God’s desire to bless us.

Communication … communication … communication.  I cannot stress enough the need to communicate as the best opportunity for success.  We are the only species that can articulate concepts like love and fear in common language.  I am not referring to the grunts & barks of certain lower life forms.    

This will take time, and the meeting of the initial families will set the tone for what follows.  Chris, Randy, Katie, Rhonda, Justin, Sean and Rebecca will be both the forerunners and guinea pigs for what will follow.

Fervent prayer, unabashed honesty, and bridled, though frank, verbal communication will be critical.  More to follow based on your responses during the week.  I will forward and incorporate these in subsequent writings.

Bless you all in the name of Jesus Christ,

Sean

P.S.  Keep in mind that it is the responsibility of the family, in its broadest definition, to follow through with the necessary day-to-day activities that will foster changes in behavior over time.  The fancy name is “behavioral modification,” and it depends upon all members to work together to direct those who are having difficulty identifying boundaries, etc., through admonishing and redirecting.  This is to be done in a loving but consistent manner.  That will test us all.

They will know we are Christians by our (love).
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