 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Reassurance of Romans 

Romans 5:1-5   Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace through God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith unto this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character, and character, hope.   Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  (3B;pg 1605)

It goes on to remind us that there is hope specifically because Christ died for us, the ungodly, when we were still without strength, hope and salvation ... no merit.

I need to read this often, because I am still weak and often frightened.  I need to remember in the time of my trial, what Christ went through, and how minor my issues are when compared with being crucified.  While our issues don’t seem small in our estimation, it is worth gathering perspective so we understand how wonderful and loving Christ really is, how much we need him, and how truly large His sacrifice was.  We rarely get outside our own boundaries, yet Christ died for all that they might be forgiven.  Not some, but all!  It is only for the asking.

Paul had first-hand knowledge, having spent time in prison, of what trials were and whether or not it created perseverance.  He was not speaking of events at a distance, but of experience that he conveyed through his letters.  These like Romans, are brimming with solid doctrine and joyful exuberance in the face of extremely tough situations.  Words like forbearance and longsuffering are used, not to exact pity, but to accurately portray the circumstances … and yet he does not condemn unless it is to admonish.  As it says in Romans 8:35-37, we are able to overcome our daily trials because we are conquerors through Jesus Christ. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written:

“For your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

(3B;pg 1610)  From Psalm 44:22

So this is how it is.  I always wondered why.  This explains it … it is what life is all about.  Whether we turn to Christ is what makes all the difference.  The same stuff comes in waves to us day after day.  It is only through Him that there is a difference.

I believe that the only thing that can separate us from God is our choice to do so. We also have the choice to return to Him.  Our journey is a series of excursions over peaks and through valleys.  God is ever ready to bless us in the Spirit, for we are forever prodigals.

