The Gospel of Thomas

To begin, a preface that will clarify the nature of the research and the question and or questions being explored in the past 4 years of research. 

To be sure, this did not begin as an attempt to answer any specific questions, other than attempting to determine whether the purported Gospel of Thomas was a legitimate work or just another figment of Hollywood imagination and its desperate greed.  It literally began as an email monologue for the benefit of my daughter’s friend, who after seeing the movie Stigmata, as well, wanted to know about the extra-canonical or apocryphal writing that was at the core of the plot.  

The burning questions that became a consuming passion are best articulated after 4 years as follows …

1.) How much of the remaining codex, in either Coptic or fragmented Greek, was supported by the four canonized Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & John?

2.) What was the support for the writing from the balance of the Old and New Testament authors?  

3.) Were there really the conflicts espoused by those who claimed these writings to be so Gnostic, in essence, as to be corrupted to the point of being unusable, verging on heresy?

4.) Was there more to this in tone and history that lent itself to support the Gospel’s authenticity?

5.) Was it one of the earliest writings that recalled the teaching of Christ during his ministry in and around first century Jerusalem?

6.) Were these 114 sayings the first glimpse into the teachings of Christ in His time that would later be the framework for the Synoptic Gospels?

7.) Does the Quelle, or Gospel of Q, hark back to a common source, having been derived from the Thomas writings … or was it a separate recollection, both drawing directly on the person of Jesus Christ, written down late in His ministry and embellished by schools of disciples over the next two centuries?  Is the Q Gospel simply an academic instrument by which to reduce Matthew & Luke to a common narrative style?  

8.) Who was St. Thomas  (this may ultimately be less relevant)? 

