Take care of one another

1Corinthians 1:10-11   Now I urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all say the same thing, that there be no divisions among you, and that you be united with the same understanding and the same conviction.  For it has been reported to me about you, my brothers, by members of Chloe’s household, that there are quarrels among you.

(eSword, c. 2005 Holman translation.)

As we approach the end of days -- whether individually or collectively -- as followers of Christ, we need to take better care of one another.  We need to take fewer pot shots at each other for reasons of denomination or theological bent, and find a common bond … that bond being the person of Jesus Christ.  He above all else will heal and recover what has been lost and is being lost to divisions among the faithful.  Beating up on one another only creates hardship in a world that is filled with more than enough pain. Sadly, we end up being the sharpest tools in Satan's arsenal.   

Like Paul writing to the church in Corinth we need to support, rather than quarrel with one another, and unite against the Adversary.  It is about Christ, and Christ is not divided.  It is not about rituals, laws, corporate names or denominations.  Otherwise we will fall prey to the very enemy we claim to be in spiritual warfare against: the Deceiver.  Put on the full armor of God and create a united front.  Issues that unite us should be far greater than those that would divide us.  Even Satan’s legion is not divided against itself, and we are no better unless we unite in the name of Jesus Christ.  When Christ healed the madman in Matthew 12:25, and the Pharisees confronted Him about doing so on the Sabbath, He made that very statement about divisions being the downfall and destruction of those not united.  Are we not aware of our conflicts? Of course we are.  We write profusely about them.  I am one of those who write, but that should not be more important than common ground … the Holy of Holies … the personal relationship with our Lord.

We are but a small flock, and with God we will taste victory.  On our faith walk we need to take care of all of our neighbors, but more importantly we should see that our body in Christ is healed and whole.  An infection, not matter how small, can spread and bring down even the strongest of warrior.  Beware of the splinter that is Satan.

1.) When was the last time you had a disagreement with a fellow Christ follower?

2.) Did you make amends?  Did you pray for them and ask forgiveness?  What are you waiting for?

3.) Do you sometimes treat family worse than a stranger?

4.) Does Paul’s message hit home in your church?

5.) What exactly is the “Body of Christ?”

