Strength

2 Thessalonians 1:10   When He comes to be glorified in His saints [on that day He will be made more glorious in His consecrated people], and [He will] be marveled at and admired [in His glory reflected] in all who have believed [who have adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Him], because our witnessing among you was confidently accepted and believed [and confirmed in your lives].  (Amplified Bible B47;pg 1100)
It is most important that Christ is glorified by our lives, our actions: our strength in Him.  

This is not personal strength in the way we usually describe it, but the strength we gather from those around us … especially from the stories of spiritual strength in times of trial.  These can be trials that involve relationships, death of all kinds, natural disaster, unintended meetings, and intentional ministry, etc.  I am sure that you can add to this short list.

As tough as it can be to gather with other believers, it is an important opportunity to share a common experience, to share ideas, and to reconvene on the common truths that strengthen and define us.  I am not using this a pedestal from which to remind anyone that churches or weekly attendance are vital to salvation … only that we meet where we can and that we should share our gifts.  A shared burden is a lighter burden; aggregate strength is synergistic … its sum is exponentially greater than its individual components.  Such is the Body of Christ.

And, Christ reminds us that when two or more are gathered, He is there in the person of the Holy Spirit.  We need not meet or walk alone, unless by choice.

1.) Where do you gather your strength (it doesn’t have to be in a group setting)?

2.) What verse (or verses) do you turn to for strength? 

3.) How would you explain the strength you receive from Christ to a non-believer?  Can you?  Would you use an analogy or metaphor from everyday life?  And …what is your witness?

4.) What do we truly have in common as Christians, despite denominational and/or doctrinal differences, etc.?

5.) Think about how you glorify Christ; how His investment in you bears fruit.     

