Self-esteem and its downside: self-love

Psalm 47:7   For God is the King of all the earth:  sing ye praises with understanding.   (3;pg 762 KJV)

Psalm 49:7  None of them by any means can redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him.  (3;pg 763 KJV)

John 8:36  “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  (3B;pg 1340 KJV)

What we have today is a culture that is attempting to heal itself rather than seeking God’s healing.  The results speak for themselves. This does not exclude necessary support, counseling and therapy, but at some point we must (sooner rather than later, I believe) avail ourselves of God’s divine healing power. That doesn’t mean waiting around for a lightning strike type of miracle, but to use the miracle of God’s Word and direction to begin the process of healing and sane living.  It really isn’t magic, but a practical method of improving your life, my life, and the lives of those around us by imitating Jesus Christ’s behavior. 

As Arno Froese says in his book, How Democracy will Elect the Antichrist, “Psychology Repairs – Jesus Renews” …the chapter entitled Self Love: Babylon says, “It is no longer acceptable in the religious world to teach that a man is corrupt, lost, unable to help himself, and on his way to eternal damnation.  That idea is contrary to what the world teaches and also professing Christianity at large.  In fact, today’s society (made drunk with the wine of the whore’s self image) is being taught to over-emphasize man’s nobility, to think positive, and to do everything in his power to build up a person’s self-esteem. According [to numerous reports] self-love is the very reason for criminal behavior.”

Out of this self-love comes the sin of justification and rationalization.  Obviously, being rational and just are not sinful activities, but what we are able to convince ourselves, and others of, is sinful because of the far reaching results of such thinking.  If you justify stealing from your company because you spent your money unwisely or rationalize cheating on your taxes because you’ve convinced yourself that the government is stealing anyway, does it absolve you of the consequences?  And, if we can justify one sin, then it will be easier to rationalize greater and greater sin.  Once the foundation is laid the stacking of bricks upon it is an easy task.

I think it is fair to say that self-love, and not the love of money, is the root of evil.  

1.)  Do you agree that self-love is the behavior that leads us down destruction’s path?  Why or why not?

2.)  Can you see how dwelling on self-esteem in an obsessive way tends to ease God out of the process?

3.)  Did you know that easing God out of the process of our lives is abbreviated in recovery circles as EGO?  Now does it make sense?

4.)  Do you think Martin Luther King had John 8:36 in mind when he gave his “I have a dream” speech in the 1960’s?

5.) What about the notion that self​​​-absorption, not the love of money, is the root of evil deeds? 

