The Salad Bar approach

John 14:5-6 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, so how can we know the way?”

Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life; no one comes to the Father except by [through] Me.”  (47B;pg 973) 

A salad bar is wonderful from a physical health perspective: you can pick and choose what you want on your plate that day and at that meal, based on your personal likes and dislikes.  And the combination is predictably healthy.  It is all about you and your peculiar tastes, and how much fiber you want in your diet.  However, it is not a good thing from a faith perspective.  Oh, it may sound appetizing, and convenient and personal, but it avoids making any commitment, supporting a specific doctrine or making any real sacrifice.  Ultimately it is not a decisive choice, and provides an easy “out.”

I bring this up because last night on the news much was made of a poll recently taken that said Americans are over 70% spiritually oriented.  Over 50% prayed each day, if I remember correctly, and a similar percentage also supported the notion that it is ok to believe whatever you wish because it all leads to the same destination.  Those polled, by in large, saw good faith practices in Islam, Buddhism, Christianity and a number of other pagan spiritual practices.   One grandmotherly interviewee was quoted, as the member of a prayer group, saying, “We don’t believe that Jesus is the only window to God.”  

This is lauded as some kind of legitimate reporting, and encouraged as our freedom and our inalienable right to believe with, as the commentator suggested, “a salad bar approach to religion.”  A pinch of Islam, a dash of Buddhism, a spoonful of Christianity (without the messy Jesus stuff) and a healthy slathering of New Age philosophy, is evidently the fast food/deli-mart version of mainstream belief.  Talk about diluting the faith and making Christ’s sacrifice a sham!  We are continuing the hellish practice of making God in our own image.  And I thought that approach was determined to have been a bad idea when the Hebrews formed a golden calf in Moses’ absence during the Exodus.

C.S. Lewis is quoted as saying that, “either Jesus was a liar, a lunatic or exactly who He claimed to be” … and people are evidently content with Him being a liar or a lunatic.  Even clergy appear to be complicit by advocating tolerance.  Arno Froese was right when he predicted that democracy will elect the antichrist!

This is a deliberate campaign to misdirect and misinform.  It is a tool of Satan, but it is being promoted as mainstream fact.  Of particular concern here is the new and less well-informed Christians, as well as those nonbelievers who are (were) considering the plunge.  Pray for these folks and ask for the Spirit’s leading against a black tide of mainstream nonsense.  Pray that we as a faith body seek out Biblical truth and Spiritual discernment rather than the distractions and the falsehoods of a media-driven propaganda machine.

1.) Did you see the report on TV that I refer to in the meditation?

2.) Are you surprised by this notion?  Why or why not?

3.) Is Satan an excellent promoter, or what?  Do you see how even believers can be seduced by such a convenient belief system?

4.) Do you expressly believe that what Jesus is quoted as saying, in John, is true beyond any doubt?

5.) Why is it important that our faith be accompanied by sacrifice?     

