Ruth: the Prophecy of the Gentiles

Ruth 2:10&12  Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes that you should notice me, when I am a foreigner?”

“The Lord recompense you for what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under Whose wings you have come to take refuge.”  (B47;pg 249)
This, I believe, is prophetic … setting the stage for a time when Gentiles would be welcomed into the kingdom of Christ on earth as it will be in heaven.  Ruth was a Moabite woman who was welcomed by the Israelites despite the fact she came from a pagan and wanton culture.  It is a beautiful and compelling story about selflessness and acceptance (one always preceding the other).

Even then, her supporter, Boaz, speaks on God’s behalf, welcoming Ruth and recognizing her virtues, not obsessing on her cultural identity. This freed her to be who she was capable of being without the constraints of expectation or prejudice.  And this freed Boaz to bring her into his culture, to bring out the best this infusion had to offer.
Being closed to other cultures and ideas can be blinding in its myopia.  It is called xenophobia.  With the exception of Christ as Lord and Savior, we need to be open to the broadening that new relationships, and insights, can offer.  This activity of openness tends to expand our horizons rather than restrict them.  No one individual lays claim to the only or best approach.   If we are honest, we can always learn a thing or two.  Keep Proverbs in mind when you think you have all of the wrinkles ironed out … the fool believes in his heart that he is wise.  Or, in contemporary language, the beginning of wisdom is admitting that you don’t know. 
While we are all probably experts in a few, or even many, areas we are not generally arrogant enough to call ourselves wise.  From that lofty height one can only plummet to the depths of disgrace.   

We, like Ruth, need to be exceptions in our culture.  I do not believe she was perfect, but she embodied virtues that were unexpected for her time & culture.  We need to be about the same business.  We should not be what others expect nor should we cave to peer interests, if they conflict with our better judgment.  If we stay the course we will be seen as loyal and credible.  Those virtues are timeless and above reproach.

Defy expectation!  Be loyal!  Be credible!

Our reputation always precedes us, and it leaves an indelible impression on those we encounter.  It is a barometer that represents spiritual strength and spiritual weakness.
1.)  Knowing that the story of Ruth and Boaz adds a missing link to the lineage of David and ultimately to the lineage of Christ, what else does this story represent?   See Ruth 4:17-22 … do you think it was added “after the fact?”
2.)  What about Ruth’s character is most attractive to you?  And, about Boaz?

3.)  What connections do you see here with the New Testament and its doctrine of inclusion of the Gentile?

4.)  How does this apply to our daily walk?

5.)  What is happening in our culture today that would make this story very current and applicable?
