Peter, listen to the rooster.

But he (Simon Peter) said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.”  Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny you know Me three times.”   

Luke 22:33-34

We provide convincing stories and flawless rhetoric; however … following through on our “preaching” is often a very different program.  Like Peter we make statements in the heat of the moment, which secretly, we hope we will never have to make good on.  It doesn’t mean that we lack the best of intentions, but that our ability to connect to the commitment isn’t based in our spiritual reality.  We are not prepared to do the dirty work. 

Often our views are based on what we would do if …I had the time, money, etc. (you fill in the blank).  And because there is a perceived lack of compassion as well as follow through in the Christian community, it is critical that we do our level best to back up our intentions with Godly action.  The critical eye of the unbeliever is always upon us waiting anxiously to see whether we are who we say we are.  In this time of Easter celebration, we need to be hyper-vigilant because Satan is also watching from the crowd.  It would be his supreme pleasure to remind the hopeless unbeliever that Christians are only well spoken hypocrites, who offer false hope and hollow words.    

There are many longing souls desperately waiting for a simple reason to believe. And maybe, just maybe, our meager, but credible, response to Christ’s message will be the act that convinces a spiritual drifter to turn his or her life over to God’s only Son.  The harvest is one soul at a time.  After all, Christ says that a good shepherd will eagerly seek out the one lost lamb that has strayed.  I believe Him … I am that lost lamb. We all were lost and have been found.  Praise God!  

We don’t need to be heroes or to say things we cannot deliver on.  Be honest. Be prepared to show up and plant some mustard seeds.  The Holy Spirit, not you and me, tends the garden of souls.  

It has been said that the reason God waits to return is because, in His infinite mercy, He waits for one more of His children to return … and then another.  But He will not wait forever.

By the way, Peter may have responded poorly, but he did not fail the test. He lives on in all of us.  Yet, Jesus loved Him, and died for him.  Jesus loves us and He died for us.  At the foot of the cross the ground is level … no man or woman stands taller than another.  We are all God’s children.

That is the nature of the God we serve.

Amen.

When have you been Peter?  

How has the Holy Spirit dealt with you when you were reckless, acting out of impulse rather than faith?  

Do you believe it is best that we do not know the fruits of our labors, lest we become boastful and arrogant?

What characteristics do you wish Christians were not associated with?

