Resolutions for the New Year

“This year I resolve to …”  and so it goes year after year.   The problem is this:  we generally do not resolve to do things we are capable of.  As a result we feel shamed or diminished.  Either way, we justify our shortcomings, the resolutions become hollow, and ultimately no one takes them seriously.  We have learned to effectively deceive ourselves, and to rationalize doing less, not more, over time.  Our defeat is a self-fulfilling prophecy.  To be certain, we have the desire to have the desire, but that is often the extent of our resolve.   

Proverbs 8:11  For wisdom is better than precious stones, and nothing desirable can compare with it. (HCSB)
Proverbs 9:11  For by Me your days shall be multiplied, and the years of your life shall be increased.  (MKJV)
Proverbs 13:7   There are those who act rich, yet have nothing at all; and those who act poor, yet have great wealth.   (LITV)    e-Sword 2005

To be successful, we need to invite God into our sphere of resolve, for without wisdom we are ineffective at best; at worst we are a stumbling block to others.  Through Him we will have the strength and discernment to approach, and follow through, with regard to real and attainable goals.

Pray for God’s guidance in Christ, and courage in the Holy Spirit.  It is not wrong to convey to God our desires, however it is indeed wise to seek His will. 

What are your resolutions?

Which are wants and which are legitimate needs?

Have you asked God to give you the strength to accomplish?

What is He saying?

Amen.

