Relationships

I made a statement about creating relationships in a Friday morning men’s meeting that did not get a fantastic reception … and … fortunately I was listening.  Admittedly, I get hung up on the notion of not being able to work ourselves into a state of grace, when in reality we need to sincerely apply ourselves to those things that are important.  Critical elements in any healthy relationship contain …

Showing up

Being credible

Giving

Believing

Forgetting the 50/50 rule

Communicating (in dialogue)

Being honest

Listening &

Remembering that it really isn’t about you.

And yes, it requires effort, if you don’t want to call it “work.”  Fortunately that is not a euphemism, but a better definition of the practice.  And yes, relationships also take practice.  

I, personally, get twisted in knots over use of the word “work” as a means to a specific end, usually a reward for self that is self-fulfilling and self-directed … self-sustaining.  Self isn’t bad, per se; it’s just that we get so much incoming information about the care of self in our culture that we need to balance the flow by giving. This anxiety is, without a doubt, the result of my own selfish behavior, and the shame associated with it.  You can call it guilt also, if you wish.  The same mechanism is operative here, and Satan knows exactly how to push our buttons.  We must not let the adversary stand in the distance between our Lord and us.  Close the gap!

My personal grappling arises from what my Father taught me about working and rewards as opposed to what Christ and Paul articulate about grace.  For me it is an ongoing conflict of the spirit.

In truth, we need to “get to know” our Lord and Savior in the same way we get to know those with whom a relationship is important to us.  We need to pursue Him, we need to persist, and we need to listen to Him.  We will gain infinitely more from a relationship than Christ will because He has already established that he is there for us if we only seek Him out.  I guess that is “working it” right?

We need His forgiveness; He desires our worship and relationship.

If you really want to know an individual, like your favorite author, you will read most of what he or she has written because you are hungry for that knowledge. In fact, you will probably listen to any news about that individual and attend a book signing if you can. You are curious, and you want to know more; you consider it vital to your being (not your doing).  That is a distinct difference between relationships and associations.

Unless we are really outstanding individuals, most people are interested in us only if we first take a genuine interest in them … not the other way around.  Taking a first step makes a strong statement, and it requires a response.  That is what Christ did, and that is why a response is required to His call.  He knocks and He waits for us to answer the door: to invite Him into our lives.

How long has Christ been standing at your door?  It is a legitimate question, but one meant to be more or less rhetorical.  This question is for personal reflection rather than an admission of any kind of shortcoming.  We have all fallen short of the mark.

Revelation 3:20  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears and listens and heeds My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will eat with him, and he [will eat] with Me.”  

(47B Amplified Bible;pg 1154)

In John we see a common problem because the relationship also convicts us to act and respond.  We often ignore what God calls us to because we do not want to do it; it is in conflict with the interest of self (Satan works this angle exceptionally well) …

John 8:43  “Why do you misunderstand what I say?  It is because you are unable to hear what I am saying? [You cannot bear to listen to My message; your ears are shut to My teaching.]”  

John 8:47  “Whoever is of God listens to God.” 

(47B Amplified Bible;pg 964)

Why are we sometimes unable to hear Christ knocking?

Have you ever deliberately ignored His call?

What kind of a relationship do you have with Jesus?

How did that relationship begin?  What has transformed it?

