Recovery

We are all recovering from something, and we all have it in common.  Either you admit it and address it, or you deny and lie about it.  There is no middle ground or gray area in the use of this substance … it is called sin, and we cannot break its strangle hold by ourselves.  Only Christ can forgive us, love us, support us and redeem us fully that we might break free of its icy grip.  

It is a One Step Program:  Believe in Christ and you will be forever blessed.  Take this step and all of the other steps will follow.  It is not an event but a process … in this regard it is no different than any other program.

Oh, by the way, as with other worldly addictions we will never be in remission until we are in glory.  We must break the bonds of death, of this life, and be resurrected in heaven to truly be free of this world’s rusted shackles.

And yet it can be a wonderful world if only we relax our pride and arrogance and rely on Him.  It is not weakness, but self-awareness; an awareness that self does not stand alone in this world or in the next.  We stand by our choices … one with God, none without.

Only the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, can offer full redemption through His sacrifice on the cross.  

Your sin may be a personal one, a public one, one well understood or one that is perceived as somewhat exotic or strange.  But, in reality, they are all the same in God’s eyes.  There is no relative state of sin, as we all have fallen horribly short of the mark.  Only in the person of Jesus Christ can we find a peace that passes all understanding; a refuge from the storm of the consequences of our actions both personally and as a species.  We will never be exempt in this world for that is how we learn. Our trials are glorified in Christ who first suffered that our trials would not be in vain.  

It is not about what happens to us, but to whom we turn when circumstsances are beyond our ability to manage.  The myth of our culture is that we can handle it alone and only turn to God when we have exhausted our storehouse of resources.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We renew our resources in God … without Him our only treasures are moths and rust.

It is often said in 12-step recovery that God will never give us more than we can handle.  What is rarely added to the saying is … if we depend on Him, and do not attempt it alone. He never gives us more than we can manage as long as we depend on Him.  It is only when we attempt to go it alone that we find ourselves overwhelmed with no satisfactory way out.  We end up there for good reason.

God provides these opportunities to turn to Him.  We cannot earn it, pay for it or win it in a lottery.  We are given His unconditional love as a free gift if we only believe.  Our debt has already been paid in full by the one who is sinless and who took on our sin that we might be forgiven.  As we know from experience we could never hope to satisfy God’s expectation in the Law.  He is perfect, His law is perfect, and we are not.  John states it with healing clarity and eloquent simplicity.

John 5:15   The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.  (13B;pg 1404)

Jesus doesn’t provide for just a select few, but for all those who would believe … which means none of us are more or less deserving than another.  But because none of us are truly deserving, for the Law tells us this, we are offered the gift of grace and salvation.  We are redeemed through His shed blood if we only choose Him.

Let’s think about the broad nature of sin:  

sin is falling short of the mark 

sin is following the wide road, not the narrow path

sin is that which does not glorify and praise of God through Jesus Christ

sin is embracing the world and not the Word

sin is having other gods before Him

sin is willing separation from God 

sin is the curse of the flesh … flesh is the seat of sin

sin is denial of Christ as Savior

sin is the human condition

sin is doing a good thing but not the right thing

sin is denying the Truth

A saying I remember goes something like this … As bad as I am, as good as you are, I’m as good as you are, as bad as I am.

Essentially, we are all on level ground; no one standing taller at the foot of the cross.  We are all condemned by our actions.  All the good works will not save us; none of the ill behavior alone will condemn us.  We condemn ourselves by willingly choosing to turn from God.

John 5:14   Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “Behold you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse may befall you.”  (13B;pg 1404)

Sin

Strong's Number: 264 
Transliterated: hamartano 

Phonetic: ham-ar-tan'-o 

Text:  perhaps from 1 (as a negative particle) and the base of 3313; properly, to miss the mark (and so not share in the prize), i.e. (figuratively) to err, especially (morally) to sin: --for your faults, offend, sin, trespass.

This is revealing.  Christ addresses the consequences of sin and continued sinning by pointing to the practical consequences.  In other words, be aware; if you keep doing these things, and you already dislike the outcome, know that continuing the same behavior will create more of the same outcome.
We all know that history repeats itself because [we] have the misconception that somehow the outcome will be different if we try harder, approach from a different perspective or put a new spin on an old method.  The new jargon says … garbage in: garbage out.   Truth is … 2 + 2 always equals 4.  If you want it to equal 5 you’ll have to add 1.  The same input creates the same output.  Alteration of that law is due to change. 

We are either recovering in Him or dying in sin.  It’s that simple, but it will take a lifetime to correct.  The choice is ours.

Isaiah 53:12   Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.

(13B;pg 967)

Sin

Strong's Number: 2399 

Transliterated: chet' 

Phonetic: khate 

Text:  from 2398; a crime or its penalty: -fault, X grievously, offence, (punishment of) sin.

It is a turning away from obeying God, therefore God cannot accept this and we are not whole.  It can also refer to a breach of civil law.  (from 13B)

Romans 3:23   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (13B;pg 1489)

Mark 3:28-29  “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.”  (13B;pg 1316-17)

Sin

Strong's Number: 265 
Transliterated: hamartema 

Phonetic: ham-ar'-tay-mah 

Text:  from 264; a sin (properly concrete): -- sin.

Deed of disobedience to a divine law, nouns ending in –ma indicate the result of a certain action; sin as an individual act.  (from 13B) 

Note the transformation from disobeying an inanimate law in the Old Testament to denial of the person of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament; this becomes a matter of personal choice in our denial, and not about God’s conditional acceptance.  Christ has first accepted our sin so that we are now acceptable in His sight if we are willing to believe.  We no longer have to do, but we have to be [in Christ].  It is no longer earned, but freely given if we are willing to extend our hand and accept His embrace.

                                                                 Amen.

