REBELLIOUS PEOPLE

Isaiah 65:2-3  I have spread out My hands all the day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, after their own thoughts – a people who provoke Me to My face continually, sacrificing [to idols] in gardens and burning incense upon bricks [instead of  at God’s prescribed altar] …  (B47;pg 651) 

One of the best comebacks I have ever heard is perfectly suited to our response (as sinners) after reading this passage: “I resemble that statement.”  

Do you resemble that statement?  Does it describe your lifestyle?  Sadly, as hard as I try it fits me like a second skin.  

If you knew God was there, He was all-powerful, and you had seen His handiwork … why would you knowingly provoke Him?  Is it simply a natural human tendency to see what we can get away with?  I have this image of a curious, if not rebellious, child with a stick poking an animal until it gets mad enough to strike.  But God is not like that.  He waits and is slow to anger.  He is decisive, and He stays by His word. 

What does Paul say in Romans 10:21 when he quotes Isaiah?  He asks the question and then answers whether or not God rejects his people even if they reject Him.  I say no because of what Christ did on the cross.  Maybe what Paul says in 11:1 is of greater importance.

Romans 10:21   But of Israel he says, “All day long I have stretched out My hands to a people unyielding, disobedient and self-willed.”  (47B;pg 1034)

Isaiah 65:2  I have spread out My hands all the day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, after their own thoughts--   (47B;pg 651)
Romans 11:1   I ask then, “Has God totally rejected and disowned His people?  Of course not!  Why, I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.”  (47B;pg 1034)

Remember context!  The rest of this is more or less a study on commentary and word usage … some of it questionable.

I have spread — Applied to the Jews, Romans 10:21.   I have stretched out my hands, I have used all means to reduce them, I have stretched out the hands of a passionate orator to persuade them, of a liberal benefactor to load them with my benefits; this I have done continually in the whole course of my providence with them.

Such is the burden of a prophet!

Honestly, before we begin to feel better about ourselves, and get too arrogant in a Jerry Springer kind of way it was Christ who “stretched out His hands to reach [them],” and was crucified for it.  We are those people.  It was not just Jews, but all who would put religion before faith and selfishness before selflessness.  If Christ had come to Ohio, it would have been a stigma to be a Buckeye.  He came to a place, and a people, of God’s choosing.  Do not forget that this was no accident.  God does not work by trial and error.

Verse 65:3  (for clarification)

A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;

To my face — With the utmost impudence, not taking notice of God's omnipresence, and omniscience.

In gardens, … — Directly contrary to the divine rule.

(www.christnotes.org Wesleyan  commentary)

The Gentiles came to seek God, and find him, because they were first sought and found of him. Often he meets some thoughtless trifler or profligate opposer, and says to him, Behold me; and a speedy change takes place.   (Often not, as well)  All the gospel day, Christ waited to be gracious. The Jews were bidden, but would not come.  It is not without cause they are rejected of God. They would do what most pleased them.  (Nothing has changed) They grieved, they vexed the Holy Spirit. They forsook God's temple, and sacrificed in groves.  (Pagans do that today, and Christians also distort the faith) They cared not for the distinction between clean and unclean meats, before it was taken away by the gospel. Perhaps this is put for all forbidden pleasures, and all that is thought to be gotten by sin, that abominable thing which the Lord hates. Christ denounced many woes against the pride and hypocrisy of the Jews. (But he was addressing us all)  The proof against them is plain. And let us watch against pride and self-preference, remembering that every sin, and the most secret thoughts of man's heart, are known and will be judged by God.  (As it is against all men) (Christnotes.org Matthew Henry)

This is very interesting, but while I find it compelling, it also sounds anti-Semitic.  I do not want to promote something that appears to call out the Jews as specifically rebellious when I know for a fact that Gentiles have been just as wayward and rebellious. 

To this day the name of God is misused by believers and unbelievers alike.  The name of His Son is used in vain and to swear falsely.   If not for God’s blessing we would be destroyed by the power of the very One we abuse.  But He is slow to anger.  That is a very good thing.  We are a blessed people.

1.) Have you ever done anything contrary to what you know God desires?  

2.) Do you see yourself as a rebellious type?  Why or, more importantly, why not?

3.) Why is it important to keep Scripture in proper context?

4.) Are you familiar with the distortions of meaning that occur when certain Scripture is used apart from its surrounding text? 

5.) What has been your understanding of the role Jews historically played in the crucifixion of Jesus?  How, where, and by whom, were you taught this information?

