Preparedness

During the recent decades we have had more than enough experience with lives being taken without warning.  Terrorism, natural disasters and wars have caught many of us unaware and unprepared.  Now more than ever, because we cannot know what is to come, we must take certain steps in a conscious and rational effort to be prepared for that which we cannot know: the time and place of our reckoning.

This is about a foreseen and predictable personal experience … death and resurrection.

Oddly enough, we behave as though these events can never, and will never, befall us.  Once disasters occur, and we are not personally affected or the crisis is at some distance, we quickly revert to our old habits in spite of evidence that [should] compel us to think and respond very differently.  

Prepare:  to make ready, anticipate, equip, fortify, strengthen, to be inclined or predisposed. 

It is never to late to prepare, but time is a precious commodity.  It is the one commodity that we feel we have much of, and in truth, we have very little of [in the grand scheme].  To God it is a whisper or a mere dot on the cosmic timeline.  Waiting, while convenient in allowing us to continue on our current path, is a recipe for disaster.  The “deathbed” conversion may not be available to us … it is in fact a rarity.  We should be prepared (ready) in advance.  Be prepared (fortified) in Christ.  All we ponder and worry over will fall into place if that is accomplished.

Luke 17:24-37   For as the lightning which lights up, flashing from the one part under heaven, and shines to the other part under heaven, so also shall the Son of Man be in His day. 

25  But first He must suffer many things and be rejected of this generation. 

26  And as it was in the days of Noah, so it also shall be in the days of the Son of Man. 

27  They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark; and the flood came and destroyed them all. 

28  So also as it was in the days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 

29  but the day Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from the heaven and destroyed them all. 

30  Even so it shall be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 

31  In that day he who shall be on the housetop, and his goods in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise, he who is in the field, let him not return to the things behind. 

32  Remember Lot's wife. 

33  Whoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it, and whoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 

34  I tell you, in that night there shall be two in one bed, the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. 

35  Two shall be grinding together, one will be taken, and the other left. 

36  Two shall be in the field, one will be taken, and the other left. 

(6CD  e-Sword)

At this point it is too late for choices.  The inevitable is happening to you, and all you can do is to be swept along.  Your destination in eternity will be the direct result of the choice you made during your lifetime.  By the way, not making a choice is to choose against Him.  There are no fence-sitters in eternity.
[shall be or will be] Taken

Received; caught; apprehended; captivated, &c.  (Webster)

G3880
παραλαμβάνω
paralambanō    par-al-am-ban'-o
Thayer Definition:
1) to take to, to take with one’s self, to join to one’s self
Strong Definition:

From G3844 and G2983; to receive near, that is, associate with oneself (in any familiar or intimate act or relation); by analogy to assume an office; figuratively to learn: - receive, take (unto, with).    (6CD e-Sword)

In essence, to be [taken] and joined to Christ, associated with Him, received near, assuming a position [as one saved by Him and protected accordingly by Him].   

Matthew Henry Commentary on “their latter end”

They have warning given by Christ now, and will have it repeated to them by the apostles after him, as they had by Noah and Lot; but it will be all in vain. They will continue secure, will go on in their neglect and opposition of Christ and his gospel, till all the Christians are withdrawn from among them and gone to the place of refuge ... One would have thought that this discourse of our Saviour's, which was public, and not long after published to the world, should have awakened them; but it did not, for the hearts of that people were hardened, to their destruction. In like manner, when Jesus Christ shall come to judge the world, at the end of time, sinners will be found in the same secure and careless posture, altogether regardless of the judgment approaching, which will therefore come upon them as a snare; and in like manner the sinners of every age go on securely in their evil ways, and remember not their latter end, nor the account that they must give.  

 (6CD  e-Sword  Matthew Henry’s Complete Commentary on the Bible)

As were the days of Noah. As the deluge surprised the world, so will the Lord's coming. 

Two women shall be grinding at the mill. The hand-mills still used in the East. The grinding is done by women, usually two, as the work is hard for one. It will be the time of separation of the evil from the good.

 Additionally …

Matthew 24:37-43  But as the days of Noah were, so shall be the coming of the Son of Man. 

For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered into the ark. 

And they did not know until the flood came and took them all away. So also will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Then two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

Two shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

Therefore watch; for you do not know what hour your Lord comes. 

But know this, that if the steward of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to be dug through.   (6CD e-Sword)
Watch

G1127

γρηγορεύω
grēgoreuō         gray-gor-yoo'-o
Thayer Definition:

1) to watch

2) metaphorically give strict attention to, be cautious, active

2a) to take heed lest through remission and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly overtake one

Strong Definition:

From G1453; to keep awake, that is, watch (literally or figuratively): - be vigilant, wake, (be) watch (-ful).

The key here is to be vigilant, not so much for Christ [who will come in His own sweet time], but that we monitor our own activities in the intervening period:  pleasing the Father by praising and glorifying the Son.  Much unproductive time has been spent, and frankly, embarrassing statements made about the time and place of the Glorious Appearing of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  All we know for certain is that it looms nearer … always nearer.

      The Lord’s coming may be the much-anticipated Rapture foretold in Revelation, or … conceivably something less overtly spectacular and yet more glorious … our personal reckoning and rebirth in eternity.  While it is right to be prepared in a collective apocalyptic sense, it is of greater importance to be prepared individually.  While the end may be nearer, as indicated above, it is not known with regard a to specific time and place.  Only the Father knows, and no other.  Neither the Son nor the Holy Spirit.  This is another of the mysteries (or paradoxes) of our faith.  We must be prepared in Jesus Christ, witnessing to His glory as Savior:  willing to profess His name.  

