What was Jesus talking about?

Luke 14:27 “And whosoever doth not bear his cross [take up his cross daily], and come after Me, cannot be my disciple [is not worthy of Me].”  (3B;pg 1305 with a bit of the Amplified and Holman translations for definition)

What does it mean to “take up our cross,” and why is that important?  After all, Christ bore the cross to Golgotha all those many years ago, right?

To begin with it is important to understand what the cross that Christ bore consisted of, and why it was/is essential.  The cross that Christ bore was more than physically heavy, cumbersome and full of splinters.  It contained our sins: the sins of all of the world, past, present, and those to come.  This was required of Christ; to redeem meant He both bore them and was crucified on them.  And because of this real event, Jesus paid for those sins with His life as the perfect lamb (one without blemish or spot) in keeping with Biblical prophecy and Hebrew tradition. 

Therefore, the cross is more than symbolic of the Christian faith; it serves a real and necessary physical purpose.  Only Christ could have borne that cross, even though Simon of Cyrene carried it (or a portion of it) for some distance.  If Simon had truly borne it alone, it would have killed him.  No man could bear what Christ bore.

Sorry about the detour, however, it is important information if we are to comprehend the meanings of our crosses and why imitating Christ is vital in this fashion.  Our crosses are also sins, but they are our own.  In more mainstream terms we refer to them as baggage or ball & chain. They are what create heaviness in our soul and distance us from God.  Ultimately, bearing our cross, is about being accountable for our actions and remaining honest about what we are, and more importantly, Whose we are.  We will not be successful at being sinless on this planet, but if we fight the good fight, confess our sins, and remain honest about whom our True Authority Figure is, we will be successful in making our way to heaven.  

1.) What is the cross that you bear daily?

2.) Do you see the necessity of the cross as more than an icon?

3.) Do you find it odd that many Christian institutions do not display the cross?

4.) What does it mean to you to be “Christ-like?”

5.) Do you believe that Christ had to die for us?

