Patience:  A lesson on what it is and what it is not.

Patience is not an endurance test set upon us by God to drive us insane.  

Patience is yielding to God’s will through Jesus Christ, i.e. through prayer.  It is an act of faith to wait (but not being idle) for God’s answer sent in the person of the Holy Spirit [in His time].   

God is never late, seldom early, and always on time.

Psalm 46:1 & 10   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble … Be still and know that I am God.  (3B;pg 815)

This is, admittedly, the most difficult part … in a world that rewards frenzy and movement for its own sake … to wait for God’s time and yet being able to manage our resources in the interim.  In other words, you don’t quit living while you are waiting.

Patience, as defined by Webster is …from the Latin patientia, from  pati, to suffer.

The state, quality, ability, or fact of being patient; specifically, (a) the will or ability to wait or endure without complaint; (b) steadiness, endurance, or perseverance in performing a task.   (38B;pg 1314)

Romans 5:1-5   Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  And not only that, but, we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character, and character, hope.  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  (3B;pg 1605)

Ecclesiastes 3:1   To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.  (3B;pg 954)

This is all about God’s purpose in the life of the believer.  You don’t have to wait in severe distress to get there.  That would be “works-based” salvation, and that just is not Biblical.  Belief in Jesus Christ as Savior is what is required … period!  If anyone waits with a divine patience, it is God who waits for one more prodigal to come home.  

As far as suffering goes…. Christ suffered for us all on the cross.  The debt has been paid.  What we experience is pale by comparison.  We cannot be patient enough to earn redemption on its own terms … that would, again, be by works.

Remember that it is not about what we experience in life, but whom we turn to in those times of temptation and sin.  Whom do we cry out to when the world threatens to bury us alive in its dirt?

In the Lord’s Prayer it asks for “saving us from the time of trial,” or in the Didache, “do not allow us to fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

Trial or temptation must be useful and meaningful to be of any value spiritual value.  To use them as torture, or to see how long one can hold out just isn’t what God is all about.  Note that it would appear to be so in the Old Testament, however also note that under the Law there was a very different reality.  God knew that we were unable to meet His lofty requirements, because of sin.  And even then … though He was disappointed after the “fall” He believed enough in us to willingly allow Satan to persecute Job, and to have Christ, His son, to die for us that we might live.  God believes in us even when we do not believe in Him or one another.

Luke 8:15  “And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the Word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.”  (13B;pg 1359)

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  (13B;pg 1672)

Perseverance as it is referred to in the Gospel is not about an idle waiting, but an active, participatory, life of ministry and “living.”

Psalm 37:7&8   Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him … Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; it only causes harm.  (3B;pg 806)

Psalm 40:1   I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me, and heard my cry.  (3B;pg 809)

While there are certainly other passages that would support a harder, more legalistic and punitive approach to God’s care and direction, all references to Christ and who He is indicate that He suffered for us, rather than the converse.  While various church traditions suggest that morbid, longsuffering endurance tests are what this life is about in preparation for life eternal, there is much more evidence that God through His son Jesus Christ, wants us to enjoy His creation, prosper and be beneficiaries of His blessings.  It is  through our own sin that we suffer the consequences that are often attributed to God as punishment for our misdeeds.  With the exception of hell, and the eternal consequences of disbelief … nothing could be further from the truth. 

Fortunately, God uses our sin and its consequences for the purpose of teaching and for direction.  It is He who has patience, and whose patience is tested, not ours.

Patience is about acceptance … accepting God’s will for our lives, and responding accordingly. As it is said, and I paraphrase, from the Gospel of Thomas …(GOT50) it is about motion and rest (GOT42) and yet we are passersby.

