No one can do it all

Romans 12:5-7   So, we being many are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth, on teaching;

That should come as a relief to some of you.  The underlined text from Paul tells us that what we do is unique and varies according to our call.  Sometimes it is hard to tell where we fit in or if we have a gift at all.  It is also dependent upon maturity and predisposition, however, the Bible is full of accounts of folks who were called to work outside what they considered their areas of expertise.  

Moses is a good example.  Check this out:

When God called Moses out of shepherding his father-in-law’s flock in Midian, his response [after God had laid out the plan and reminded Moses that He alone was God, the Great I AM] was …

Exodus 4:1 And Moses answered, “But behold, they [the Israelites] will not believe me or listen to me [obey my voice]; for they will say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you.’”  

(47B;pg 58)

Exodus 4:10  And Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I am not eloquent [a man of words], neither before or since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of speech and have a heavy [awkward] tongue.”  (47B;pg 58)
This guy was not Charlton Heston by anyone’s stretch of the imagination.

And if you are not orator or an actor, there are plenty of other opportunities like preaching (proclaiming the Word), exhorting (encouraging), giving (contributing), ruling (governing), mercy (caring), cheerfulness (joy and lifting up), service (practical support), teaching (edifying or instructing), prophecy (revealing God’s will), ministry (spiritual guidance), hospitality (welcoming), and the list goes on.

The needs of the body of Christ are as varied as there are gifts given and people who are lead. Where we end up, from the standpoint of practice, is not always where we initially set our sights. Many of the gifts can overlap and bridge to other gifts.  While most Christ followers are generally cautioned not to confuse gifts with talents, I believe God uses our talents as pathways to giftedness.  It’s not unprecedented to have an individual minister through natural avenues of talent in oratory, acting, music or the fine arts. If in question it is always a good idea to seek insight from a fellow believer, pastor or priest, elder or deacon, etc.  There are plenty of personality and giftedness testing methods out there to help each of us determine those attributes bestowed, or amplified, by the Holy Spirit.

1.) Were you aware that Moses had a speech impediment?  The Amplified Bible in Exodus 4:10 above, says “slow speech and a heavy (awkward) tongue.” 

2.) Were you aware that Aaron, his brother, came with him to speak on his behalf?

3.) Have you considered your own gift or gifts in lifting up Christ’s name?

4.) Without thinking too much about it, what would you say is your strength?  Is there anything God cannot use to further His kingdom?

5.) If you have had the opportunity, how have you applied your gift(s)?  Is it an extension of a natural ability or something that is not dependent on natural talent, per se? 

