Nathaniel Abraham’s test is also ours

James 1:2-3   Consider it a joy, my brethren, whenever you encounter trials or fall into temptations.  Be assured that the trial of your faith brings out endurance and patience.  (combined use of eSword; c. 2005, Holman and B47;pg 1129 Amplified translations)

I am certain that while Nathaniel Abraham may feel this way now, there was no joy in his persecution, what it did to his family, or the impact it had on his friends.

By every indication, Abraham had realized his American dream … But that happy season lasted only several months until Woods Hole [Oceanographic Institute] decided that Abraham’s Christian faith, with its belief in God as Creator, disqualified him from serious scientific inquiry.  The institution fired its new employee just before Christmas [2004] for not subscribing to Darwinian evolution.  (From WORLD magazine January 12/19, 2008; pg 48, Abraham’s Test by Mark Bergin)

Nathan is an expert in his field.  Does being a believer make one less of an expert, less scientific or less objective?  The answer is an emphatic, “NO!”  Yet this is why I did not receive a response from an astronomer I contacted, and why very few scientists ever admit to believing in God or will respond to questions directed toward issues of Creationism.  It is looked upon as a weakness, and it is an area where there is real persecution here in our country where we have the mistaken notion that there is freedom to worship without consequence.  That is what we are led to believe, but the reality is much different.  The impression the average unbeliever has is that we are irrational, fanatical, have no clear ability to make critical decisions, and that we cannot think for ourselves.  Of course this is rubbish, but it is a very well embedded belief system within the scientific community, and in our culture at-large.  Whereas, in the past scientists were theologians and the converse, primarily because education stressed both as important critical paths, that is no longer true.  It is considered a disadvantage in serious academic circles.   However, since it was discovered that science could not answer the important questions in the 20th Century, there has been a resurgence of sorts in the ranks of scientists who are also theologians.  This is another “back to the future” scenario proving that great thinkers need not distance themselves from God.  What was once true remains true.

1.) Have you ever been persecuted because of your belief in Christ as Lord?

2.) Do you think that you are less rational than a nonbeliever?

3.) Why do you think that not believing in God is irrational?

4.) Why haven’t them most important questions not been answered by science?

5.) Why do you believe (or not) that science and theology can (must) co-exist?

