the evolution of a Christ-filled heart

Generally believers have recoiled from the concept of evolution.  That is because they have only identified it with things they see as conflicting with their faith … Darwinism, Social Darwinism, survival of the fittest, adaptation through mutation, etc.

But in fact, some things do evolve, or change over time, as the result of specific influences.  I am going to discuss what happens to a person’s life over time, if they have Christ at the center of their sphere … at the core of their being.

To evolve is to become.

Most of us who undergo change do not do it as a result of a lightning strike.  Most of us become aware of the need for change and respond as we are able and as the Spirit enters into the vacant openings in our lives.  We experience events or losses that leave us wanting; we see in others a happiness that we cannot experience; we have life-altering experiences that “wake us up” to the fact the we do not have control over our lives or the lives of others, and are no longer content to drift hoping all turns out well.

This is usually (though not always) a process over time, that once we accept Christ into our lives, we begin to take part in faith-related activities, join a faith community, find ourselves hooking up with other believers in Christ as we continue on our faith journey, and begin to develop a yearning, or a need, to do something special … a contribution to the Christian community and the world at large.  This comes and goes depending on our understanding of Scripture, prayer life, blessings and the confidence in our walk with Christ when facing the temptations and pitfalls of the world, and often of our discarded lives.

Interestingly enough, over time as we develop strength in our spirit through the Holy Spirit, and begin to act on our new-found or newly revitalized faith. We begin to feel “differently” about those around us, certain long-held attitudes and or prejudices, notice with more clarity the blessings and consequences of following Christ.  We may begin to speak openly about Christ, and feel separated from those we thought we knew; and question some of the institutions and mainstream culture as it openly or more subtly conflicts with what we have grown to understand.  This will dawn on us at some point and we will be amazed at the changes … maybe not being able to put it into words, but feeling different in a very positive but puzzling way.   

This is the paradox of Christian living:  to be in the world but not of the world and finding that there really are some absolutes that you cannot bend to your will.  That there are truths that are simply that.  They are not to be trifled with.  They are to be accepted.

You begin to understand that not accepting, for instance the Truth of Christ as Lord and Savior, does not alter that truth if you choose not to accept it … it does, however, change you forever.

God + Christ + Holy Spirit = Alpha + Omega 

                             All

James 1:12   Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial, for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  (13B;pg 1636)

Approved

Strong's Number: 1384 

Transliterated: dokimos 

Phonetic: dok'-ee-mos 

Text:  from 1380; properly, acceptable (current after assayal), i.e. approved: --approved, tried.

To be proved, to be tried as metals by fire, and thus be purified. 

James 1:23   For if anyone is a bearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he is.  (13B;pg 1637)
James, like Paul knew much of change, and in my opinion wrestled with it more voraciously than any other but Job.  This is a direct of their Jewish upbringing, where works were the hard spiritual currency; and then were converted by Christ, who they believed in, but who turned their world upside down and inside out.  Their worlds were changing, evolving out of their belief.  They knew it and were conflicted by it.  They wrote about it to help others whose lives would evolve and take them places they had never dreamed of.

But one does not do [only] because one cannot earn one’s way.  That way has been paid  by Christ on the cross, and that grace is freely given.  It is after accepting this gift of grace that redemption begins to do its work on the believer.  You can’t make it happen and you can’t see or feel it coming; you can only say that it is true because at some point what you do, and whose you are, will betray the spirit of Christ within you.
Revelation 21:5   Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold I make all things new.”  And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  (40B;pg 2199) 

New

Strong's Number: 2537 

Transliterated: kainos 

Phonetic: kahee-nos' 

Text:  of uncertain affinity; new (especially in freshness; while 3501 is properly so with respect to age: --new.

To renew in quality, not just numerically or chronologically.

Psalm 40:3   He has put a new song in my mouth --   (40B;pg 918)

Ezekiel 36:26-27   I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes …   (40B;pg 1393)
Heart

Strong's Number: 3820 

Transliterated: leb 

Phonetic: labe 

Text:  a form of 3824; the heart; also used (figuratively) very widely for the feelings, the will and even the intellect; likewise for the centre of anything:

It is more common to interpret the term as the totality of man’s inner or immaterial nature.
Matthew 9:17   “Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, and the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined.  But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”  (40B;pg 1591) 

New

Strong's Number: 3501 

Transliterated: neos 

Phonetic: neh'-os 

Text:  including the comparative neoteros {neh-o'-ter-os}; a primary word; "new", i.e. (of persons) youthful, or (of things) fresh; figuratively, regenerate: --new, young.
New in relation to time as that which as recently come into existence. Also in quality.

2 Corinthians 5:17   Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.  (40B;pg 1952)

Also New as in 2537.  This may also indicate novel or strange.

And, finally, what happens as a result of a changed heart.  This was spoken directly to those during His ministry.  Today, as we walk in faith, it is the unspoken longing of the heart that compels us to follow Him, taking up our cross(es) on a faith journey.

Mark 8:34    … He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  (40B;pg 1659)
What cross(es) do we bear in following Him?  What changes have occurred in our lives as a result of placing Christ squarely in the center [of our lives]?

Notice that when the Scripture talks about changes it speaks to changes of spirit; changes of the inner man.  It is not about long dresses, suits and ties, particular kinds of haircuts or highly polished shoes (or matching socks for that matter).   It is concerning the changes of heart that compel the changes in behaviors that truly reflect core alteration to our beings … a sort of spiritual re-wiring.  We get an upgrade, so to speak, on the most magnificent scale imaginable. 

I wish I could tell you that these changes bring about all of the wonderful things that we dream of:  those monumental changes that shine on those around us like a flood light or a massive beacon.  It’s just not the case for most … however, we do cast a shaft of light here and there, as the Spirit directs, so that those who need it will have that opportunity to see clearly … 

that these wayward children of God might have a burden upon their soul in the shape of a cross.

