Witness where you are

A couple of years ago, when I was leading Sunday morning Bible study in New Mexico, a friend asked me where to begin to talk about Christ [outside her comfort zone, outside the comfort of the church].  My suggestion then, and my suggestion now: 

witness where you are.

God will provide the opportunity if you show up.  As I have discovered, you can’t just go out and decide that you are going to witness, who to, and what about.  We don’t have that kind of control.  However, if you are there, and willing, God will lead.  The Holy Spirit will provide the time and the opportunity.  It’s always amazing how we can talk about Christ, even in the workplace … if we are discerning and prepared.

That is the key.  Be discerning, prepared, and allow the person to respond to a statement, or an action, that might otherwise be overlooked.  If it is right, the person or persons you are speaking to will give you a green light, caution or stop.  It is ok to talk about your interests as they pertain to the current social climate, an issue that is present in the media, or just inquire as to a person’s spiritual state by calling attention to your own.  If there is interest, they will respond … and if not at that time, you have probably planted a seed.  Sometimes that is all we can do … sow seeds that the Spirit will nurture and cultivate.

If I am working in a special area of research that seems relevant, I make that known; if someone asks about what you like to do after hours, you might respond with Christ-centered activities, prayer, meditation, etc.  Or maybe ask what they thought of The Passion of The Christ.  There are very few “middle-of-the-road opinions” regarding its popularity and media pre-occupation.  Issues like that are always certain to stimulate discussion.  Just be sure you don’t get into to an adversarial dialogue that becomes too public and potentially misinterpreted.  No need to burn bridges, or burn down your own house, to prove a point.

Matthew 10:16-17  “I send you out like sheep among wolves; be wary as serpents, innocent as doves.  

Be on your guard, for you will be handed over to the courts, they will flog you in their synagogues …”  (35B;pg 1278)

Matthew 10:19  (When talking about testifying, under threat of or actual arrest, He reminds us that we are not alone and that) “ … do not worry about what you are to say, for when the time comes, the words you need will be given you; it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking in you.”  (35B;pg 1278) 

Note:  Today’s society and culture is hostile to the believer in Jesus Christ.  If you believe in God (any God or god) that’s fine; if you testify to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, you will get a far different response.  We are a nation under (a) God but not under Jesus Christ.  Make no mistake about this.  Some responses are as passive as not allowing you to speak of your faith or to advertise about it in any way; others are the outright and intentional (offensive-ness) of using the Lord’s name in vain, claiming free speech.  This is nothing less than a slap in the face.  Pray for your enemies.  Christ understood this when He suggested that we take up our own cross if we are to follow Him.
Again, if we pray and ask for God’s will to be done, we will be truly astounded at how we hook up with believers and the curious.  With a daily dose of reality that is not within our capacity to control, many folks desperately seek refuge from the storms of life.  Most are looking for simple meaning and direction.

My question is, and I always ask for the alternatives if they find them …

If not Christ, who?  If not now, when?

