 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Matrix and The Grand Design

One of the most intriguing thoughts to be associated with a movie, since “Stigmata” and the Thomas Gospels, is the Matrix and its obvious references to the Bible and various other philosophies and –isms.  The approach I would like to take is the exploration of God’s Kingdom and His grand design… and how when it is looked at as a connected process with unerring continuity, it truly is a matrix of the grandest proportions.  It may not have the streaming data of the movie, but the grid is there.  And like all “Truth,” not recognizing it doesn’t make it less true.  If one is in denial of the truth (in this particular case the Lordship of Jesus Christ), it is not the truth that changes, it is us.

Please see the following book for reference, The Matrix and Philosophy, edited by William Irwin, copyright 2003, Open Court Publishing Company.  

In the following verses, God through Jesus Christ, provides a very clear message about the detail of His Kingdom, and how nothing slips through the cracks.

Often we see the “coming together” of events or blessings as we look at our lives through what can best be described as a “rearview mirror.”  It is only then that we are often privy to the beauty of the design, and the blessing … how well it all came together once we turned it over and decided to yield to His will.  Sometimes it is as simple as being able to see the connectedness; sometimes its best understood as the Mystery in the mundane.

A reference to God’s detail and character in Matthew 18:13   “And if he should find it [the one lost sheep], assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.  Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones [children] should perish.”  (3B;pg 1402)

The nature of God’s matrix, everlasting and all-encompassing …

Matthew 18:18  “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  (3B;pg 1402)  

Matthew 18:20   “For wherever two or three are gathered (drawn together as My followers) in My name, there I AM in the midst of them.”  (47B;pg 1101)  

Exodus 3:14   And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM and WHAT I AM, and I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE;” and He said, “You shall say this to the Israelites, I AM has sent me to you.”  (47B;pg 71) 

In the movie, as Morpheus explains to Neo (who also has a number of choices in addition to the red or blue pill) this illusory world, the “Matrix” is everywhere:

It is all around us.  Even now, in this very room.  You can see it when you look out your window, or when you turn on your television.  You can feel it when you go to work, when you go to church, when you pay your taxes.  It is the world that has been pulled over your eyes, to blind you from the truth ... that you are a slave, Neo.  Like everyone else, you were born into bondage, born into a prison that you cannot smell or taste or touch.  A prison for your mind.  (The Matrix and Philosophy, pg. 17)
This is a multi-layered, multi-dimensional world we live in where the secular and the spiritual co-exist.  And there are a number of these “matrix” levels to contend with, although they are all a subsystem of the grand design. The one aspect that jumps out at me is the bondage to work and commercialism (capitalism) that our marketers endlessly attempt to convince us must exist that way.  The one interesting paradox of God’s design is that significant elements are predicated on personal decision and yet choosing to yield to God’s will ultimately provides the best outcome, while not always the least painful.  And yes, we are in bondage ... to sin.  That is our weakness and the root of self-deception.  And yet we are reassured that we are cared for and believed in much like Morpheus cares for and believes in Neo (anagram for One).   
John 10:14   “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and I am known by my own”.  

(3B;pg 1529)

Gospel of Thomas with accompanying backup from the Q Source, and the Synoptic Gospels, and the Old Testament are as follows, and while sometimes redundant, they make no bones about the fact that we are well taken care of, and even more so if we only believe.  The fact that we exist and have the “right of first refusal” to believe is in itself a blessing, a mercy.  This transcends the now, and speaks to a matrix, in fact a Kingdom, that lasts for eternity.
#36)   (Coptic)   Jesus said, “Do not fret, from morning to evening and evening to morning, about what you are going to wear.”   
(Greek)  Jesus said, “Do not worry from dawn to dusk and from dusk to dawn about [what food] you [will] eat, [or] what [clothing] you will wear. [You are much] better than the [lilies], which [neither] card nor spin.

And for your part, what [will you wear] when you have no clothing?  Who would add to your stature?  It is he who will give you clothing.”  (1;pg 9)
Q52 “Look at the lilies that grow wild in the fields.  They don’t weave clothes for themselves.  But I tell you, even King Solomon in all his splendor was not dressed as beautifully as these flowers.  If that is how God clothes the grasses, which are green today, and burned in the sun tomorrow, how much more will God provide for you.  How little faith you have!”   (14B;pg 86)

Q53 “Don’t be blinded by the pursuit of food, clothing and possessions.  Stop worrying about these things.  Only those who lack spirit and soul pursue them.  You have a Father who knows what you need.  Set your heart on God and these other things will be given to you.”  (14B;pg 87)
Q54 “Don’t pile up your treasures here on earth.  They will be destroyed by moths and rust and stolen by thieves ...”  (14B;pg 88)

Luke 12:6&7   “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?  And yet [not] one of them is forgotten or uncared for in the presence of God. But [even] the very hairs on your head are numbered.  Do not be struck with fear or seized with alarm; you are of greater worth than many [flocks] of sparrows.”  (47B;pg 1180)
The unabridged version ...
Matthew 6:25-34   “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life , what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of  more value than they?  Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?”
“So why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomom in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?”
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For after all these things the Gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”  (21B;pg 1636)

In the Old Testament Psalms it goes ...
Psalm 39:5-7   Indeed, you have made my days as handbreadths, and my age is nothing before you; certainly every man at his best is but vapor.  Surely every man walks about like a shadow; surely they busy themselves in vain; he heaps up riches, and does not know who will gather them.   (21B;pg 950)

Trust God because as Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 3:1  To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.  (21B;pg 1118)
Exodus 16:4   Then the Lord said to Moses, “Look, I’m going to rain down food from heaven for you.  The people can go out each day and pick up as much food as they need for that day ...”  (6B;pg 78)
To everything there is a season says all there is to say ... this is all planned, no accident.  Even our free will is planned for … figure that out! 

Now, because God created and manages it all, He also allows a “dark matrix” to exist as a kind of subsystem, and it can be seen, felt and adhered to as well ...there is always a choice.

I call this matrix “The Word” upon which all is predicated, all is brought into being through the breath of God, and upon which all depends, hung like leaves on the Tree of Life.

