 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Desert Times

We all have them, yet they are not always defined as such.  Other terms might be … blue periods, in a funk, down time, depression, weakness, in a slump, stressed out, etc.  The Bible is replete with actual “desert experiences.”  John the Baptist, Moses & Jesus Christ had them.  Far from being just difficult times in our lives, the Scripture would tell us that these are times of preparation.  Admittedly, it doesn’t often feel very constructive when we detect that we are in a state of being adrift or disconnected. 

Matthew 3:1-4  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.” Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and honey.
(3B;pg 1377)

Matthew 4:1&2   Then Jesus was lead up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And when He has fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.  (3B;pg 1378)

Mark 1:12&13  And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.  And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him.  (13B;pg 1313)

In His desert period Christ is tempted by the devil as He is in a weakened state from fasting.  He is tempted 3 times and each time He resists He is stronger.  The strength comes from the Spirit, for no man can resist temptation alone.  When we attempt to go it alone the results are well known, yet emphatically denied..  We cannot; thus the Spirit was left behind at Pentecost as a comforter, teacher and guide.  We are not expected to go it alone. God does no less for each of us, than He did for Christ, in our desert times.  It is important to understand that the images above are both parables and literal experiences.  

What are your temptations; what or where is your wilderness; what about the wild beasts; do you believe angels are ministering to you even if they are unseen; do you think that Spirit sometimes send us into the wilderness so that we might learn and emerge stronger?   








Any time we are apart from God is a desert time.  Was this time in any way like time on the cross when God temporarily turned His back on Christ that he might know our plight first-hand?  Did he experience the temptations that befall all of mankind, just as he held the burden of our sin at Golgotha?

Psalm 23:1&4   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want ... Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me …  (3B;pg 794)

Psalm 46:1   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  (3B;pg 815)

We are reminded throughout the scripture, both Old and New, that we are not alone unless we choose to be.  That does not mean that God has gone away, but that we have turned our back on Him in some fashion.  The most notable is “trying to do it ourselves.”  By that, I mean not allowing God via the Holy Spirit to guide and instruct.  It doesn’t mean that we cannot make decisions on our own, or that we should not take appropriate risks.  We need to make prayerful decisions, submit to His will, and allow the Spirit to lead.  We are already blessed through our salvation, His sacrifice on the cross.  We need to ask for guidance by invoking the name of Jesus Christ because … what we ask in His name will be provided.  God cannot break a promise made by His Son because of the nature of God and the relationship of the Trinity.

Luke 11:9   “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.”  (3B;pg 1481)

John 14:14   “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”  (3B;pg 1537)

We are not alone, yet sometimes we are lonely.  That is natural, and encourages our return to The Comforter.

Isaiah 48:21   And they did not thirst when He lead them through the deserts ...
(40B;pg 1190)
Isaiah 35:1   The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose ...  (40B;pg 1164)
While this is about Zion it also illustrates beautifully how God will make even the desert times blossom for us, if we remain faithful.  We are His children by virtue of Christ’s sacrifice and atonement for our sins.  All believers are truly His children, both Jews and Gentiles.  In Jeremiah a rhetorical question is asked which is actually a backhanded statement about what the Lord would offer His people ...surely not wilderness and darkness, right?
Jeremiah 2:31  Have I been a wilderness to Israel, or a land of darkness? 

(40B;pg 1226)
Psalm 106:9&10   So He lead them through the depths as through the wilderness.  He saved them from the hand of him who hated them ...   (40B;pg 989)

Psalm 106:13&14   They soon forgot His works; they did not wait for His counsel, but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tested God in the desert.   (40B;pg 989)
In the psalmist’s recollection of the intervention of God at the Red Sea, and of the nation of Israel wandering after the exodus, we see that God provides ... however the desert times can have a peculiar amnesia-like effect on us.  Because we are not seeing God at all times in our distress it is easy to forget He is there, and be prone to turn to more worldly comforts, immediate gratification or whatever you would term it.  These can be excellent lessons, but ones with real consequences.
As in Romans 5:1-5 our perseverance is tested, character strengthened, and hope restored through belief in Jesus Christ. Desert times can be times when we begin to shed our burdens and are best able to determine what is important and what is not.  They can be lean times. It is a time of recollection and re-prioritizing.  We all become wayward, and this is God’s way of waking us up, giving us a time to pause and reflect on our blessings.  Some things may be taken away so that we are forced to deal with the important issues ... like God.  

In a paraphrase, Randy Alcorn said that the reason God places us at the end of our rope is because that is where we are most apt to turn to Him.  God wants us to remain in contact, in an active relationship ... one that He so jealously guards.  He wants us to turn to Him for our needs. He desires to be loved in return.  He loved us so much that He has created us in His image.  What a statement of affirmation and redemption from a perfect God! 
