 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In The Garden of Good & Evil
We often ask why God allows evil to rear its ugly head, but more importantly ... why does He persist with good?  We certainly don’t deserve it.  He doesn’t have to do it.  It would be easier to let our fallen nature take its course allowing the lot of us to rot in the hell of our own making.

But, He loves us because of, and in spite of, what we have become; it is His nature of mercy as a loving Father, the author of Good, that compels Him to forgive and to bless.

Again ... we always want to know why there is evil, but we do not ask why there is good ... as though we expect it and deserve it. Good is a blessing, like grace, and not a given.  We do not deserve good, yet we are blessed.  We deserve evil, and yet it is often averted.  Which of us can stand up and say (honestly) that we deserve good things because we have been good and deserving?  Not many, I suspect.

God is a God of mercy, and as suggested in the movie “Joshua,” the Bible is truly a love letter from God, not a condemnation.  We condemn ourselves through our actions.  He (sadly) observes the outcome of free will.  It always speaks for itself.  But He allows it ... that is the blessing … His mercy.

But John says, that if we “only believe in Him,” we are saved from an eternity in hell.  He makes it easier than Monopoly to buy up all the real estate and settle all the debt.  Yet we scorn Him because He doesn’t make it easier.  And yet, salvation is never any further from us than our desire to repent.  It doesn’t mean perfection in this world, but that we believe in the perfection of Jesus Christ.  We can submit to the perfection of Him.  

He died for us, that we would not have to die in the spirit.   

Grace invades our lives, because we are made in His image.  We don’t deserve it, and even unbelievers respond to it and benefit from it.  God’s love is that pervasive and that broad.  It is beyond us as to the whys and wherefores.  Suffice it to say that God, in His everlasting love, always gives more than we deserve, and more than He will ever receive.  That is the definition of true love ... always giving more than can ever be received, and doing it out of belief in the receiving party, even in their unwillingness and unbelief ... even if it appears that they don’t deserve it, and do not care ... are more than likely unaware of the lavishing of such care.

In 1939, as World War II began, Albert Camus wrote in his notebook: “The reign of beasts has begun.” (Essay by Lance Morrow in TIME, June 10, 1991; pg 49) But I contend that it began with the knowledge of Good and Evil, as far back as the story of Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel.  Evil often exists simply because we cater to it; allow it to thrive.  Even evil cannot exist if the flames of hell are not fanned.  Evil can also be ushered in as something benign or misunderstood. Good is something we wish to be informed of, but evil requires no introduction.  In fact, we are often surprised at its existence ... we far more often believe that evil has more tenacity and perseverance than Good ...just look at how pervasive it is.  Evil is not more pervasive, it simply gets better press, higher ratings, more testimonials, greater profitability and larger perceived ROI.  Good is generally observed as the exception, a cost factor, a necessary evil, the rule or the norm.

What does scripture say ...

Genesis 1:10    And God called the dry land earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called seas.  And God saw that it was good.  (40B;pg 4)
Genesis 50:20  But as for you, you meant evil against me (Joseph of the multi-colored coat); but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.

(40B;pg 95)
Numbers 10:29   “...Come with us, and we will treat you well; for the Lord has promised good things to Israel.”  (40B;pg 247) 
Psalm 73:1  Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart.  (40B;pg 952)
God’s will for [our] good precedes any aspect of evil.  God did not bestow evil upon us, rather we opened the door to evil when we wanted to play God, desiring to know the paths of good and evil without understanding consequence.  No longer being truly innocent we are raped by the knowledge of what we are capable of.  And yet, all the good conferred upon Israel has been also given to the Church, Christ’s body in this world.  

Israel shall be especially blessed; however all believers will be blessed in the name of Christ who fulfilled the prophecies.  Early on, as we see, God was about goodness and blessing, using Evil as a lesson (see Job).

Isaiah 1:16&17   Cease to do evil, learn to do good; ...   (40B;pg 1113)
If God is the author of Good, is He also the author of eeil?  In fact, Evil authored itself in our hearts, and He did not deny its place, because without it we could not make a conscious choice for Him.  It pains Him greatly to watch us suffer by our own hand.  But, we only learn by doing, not by listening.  In His mercy He allows choice, because pain is compelling.  In Isaiah it is plain that Evil comes to us naturally, and that we need to “learn” to do good.  Because we could not overcome our fallen nature by our own hand, He sent His Son into the world that we might not be condemned, but saved through grace, His perfect sacrifice on the cross.
John 3:17  “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”  (40B;pg 1764)
Remember that Satan is the accuser, but with Christ as our Advocate through the Holy Spirit, we are forgiven and sanctified; made pure and snow white in the blood of the Lamb.  We are in a state of grace that Satan cannot touch nor blemish. Christ thwarts evil in the personification of it in Satan ... and it is not taken lightly.  Satan lurks as a lion by the door waiting to devour the sheep should they stray from the Shepherd.   
Romans 12:21   Do not be overcome by Evil, but overcome Evil with Good.  (40B;pg 1903)
God is the personification of “Good.”  How could it be otherwise.  He is perfect and in Him is all that is good.  Evil is about that which is not Him.  But evil exists as a study in contrast.  There is no evidence to support the thesis that God is Evil or the author of it.  God allows it because it serves the kingdom and glorifies Jesus Christ in the act of perfect Light overcoming the darkness.  Because we have choice, however painful, does not mean that God wants us to suffer.  In fact the converse is true.  In His mercy God sees that Good can come from evil so that evil is not an end in itself.
Amos 5:14&15  Seek good and not evil, that you may live ... Hate evil, love good ... 
(40B;pg 1481)
Ultimately it is one’s belief in God through Jesus Christ that evil is overcome.  That is exactly what was accomplished on the cross, and it is a thorn in the side of Satan when we utter His name, confess Him as Lord, ask anything in His name, or lead another soul to the Light.  Believers in Christ have, and always will, overcome evil through belief in Him as Risen Lord.  Satan isn’t concerned about you if you tarry in your ways, putting off a decision for Christ; however, the closer your walk with God, the more attention you draw to yourself in the eyes of darkness. It isn’t temptation, but succumbing to it, that opens the door for Satan to enter into your heart.  That is why it is important to confess in prayer every day asking for forgiveness of sin.  That loosens the grip evil has on us ... it is simply washed away in the blood of the Lamb. 
