God does Not owe Us an Explanation

It is true, of course, that while we seem to feel that we need, and even deserve, explanations for the events that surround and befall us, we do not.  It is sufficient to know that God moves as He pleases, when and where He pleases … and for good reason.

That is why it is called FAITH … acceptance of that which we cannot know or understand on this terrestrial plane.  We accept that the sun rises and sets (so to speak) and yet we do not fully understand why, nor do we expect to.  We go about our daily work believing it is so and basically expecting it without full analysis and tedious intellectualizing.  

While we would like to know why, it is really not important.  Just as with the tsunami in Indonesia, 911, hurricanes in the Southeast, blizzards in the Northeast, earthquakes in Mexico, etc., it is not about what happens, but to whom we turn when it does.  In the end it is again about our decision-making ... it always is.

Ecclesiastes 6:1   There is an evil which I have seen under the sun and it is prevalent among men.  (13B;pg 881)
Ecclesiastes 2:17   So I hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was grievous to me;  because everything is futility and striving after wind.  (13B;pg 878)

Life is what it is … neither good nor bad.  Yet, it is what we decide that colors it.  It is our opportunity not to go it alone.  God provides life on this earth as a blessing, not a curse.  Life really isn’t a “bitch” to use the vernacular.  If we decide to go it alone, it is our way of explaining away the things that we cannot effectively deal with.  It is blaming God for our own shortcomings.

And without God, as Ecclesiastes suggests, that is what life looks and feels like when a person (maybe you or me) sits naked and alone in the wee hours surrounded by all that they have [acquired].  And yet  … they remain unfulfilled.  You may never get that picture in the stark light of day, but then we hide things, because our culture and our nature asks us to essentially be dishonest.  Satan revels in our fall as we are tripped up.

I believe that God provides life for both a blessing for all to enjoy, and for opportunities to be explored.  Those opportunities are made available to us that we might consider whom we serve, how we serve and what we serve with, i.e. what are our gifts?  

We don’t need an explanation to do what is right.  We know the program.  God gave a conscience and a moral compass. It is when we do that which is not pleasing to God that we search feverishly for rationale: something to support and justify our behaviors.  If God doesn’t give us what we want we whine and sulk.  We behave like the children we are.  Often explaining isn’t as important as explicit direction for safety’s sake.  We have that in Holy Scripture, and yet we look for an easy way with no contract, no commitment.  Is anything worth having not worth committing to?

Want to have it all and end up with zilch?  Ignore Christ’s clarion call, that’s how.  He knocks and calls, and yet we pull down the blinds and refuse to answer the door.  The same modus operandi persists … we do not want what He is selling (pardon the use of the term).  It may mean committing to a program we are unwilling to follow through with.  It is not for 24 or 36 months or even 5 years.  This is not for a car or a house, it is for a lifetime, an eternity.

For those of us who are willing to accept His call, it is not a done deal.  It means re-signing each day and recommitting for the sake of our eternal souls.  That is what I believe we must keep in our minds and hearts in perpetuity.

Well, God has provided for us (in His time) … I quote again from “The Prophet,”

Ecclesiastes 3:1   To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.
(21B;pg 1118)  

And to better illustrate that God has it all figured out and under control, I site the following again from … 

Ecclesiastes 3:14   I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever.  Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it.  (21B;pg 1119) 
It’s all in the bag … God’s bag.  Do you want this bag?  Do you want a real surprise?

Our Pappa does have a brand new bag for each of us, if we but ask.

This is excellent news!  Isn’t that what we want to hear?  And yet this is the very thing that makes people nervous. To think that we don’t have a say undermines our good old fashioned frontier spirit.  If we are not in complete control it creates the potential for abdicating our future … placing it in the hands of something we cannot see, feel or touch.  And we malign Thomas for his apparent lack of faith!  He isn’t the only one from Missouri.

Christ knew this, and told us through His prophetic contact with Peter before He was arrested.  I believe Peter represents us all.  He is human to a fault, and then in His usual “irrational acts of generosity (grace)” Christ designates him as the rock on which He carries the Great Commission forward.  Christ builds His church on men and women just like us, which is to say:  just like Peter.  That body is not a building or a place, but a river of the spirit, the human spirit connected to our God by the Holy Spirit through the person of Jesus Christ.  God believes in us and He is wired into us like a river to its tributaries.  

Mark 14: 38  “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  

Being willing is the first step, and it becomes the foundation for every step thereafter.

Spirit

Strong's Number: 4151 

Transliterated: pneuma 

Phonetic: pnyoo'-mah 

Text:  from 4154; a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively, a spirit, i.e. (human) the rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, demon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit: --ghost, life, spirit(-ual, -ually), mind. Compare 5590.

Flesh

Strong's Number: 4561 

Transliterated: sarx 

Phonetic: sarx 

Text:  probably from the base of 4563; flesh (as stripped of the skin), i.e. (strictly) the meat of an animal (as food), or (by extension) the body (as opposed to the soul [or spirit], or as the symbol of what is external, or as the means of kindred), or (by implication) human nature (with its frailties [physically or morally] and passions), or (specifically) a human being (as such): --carnal(-ly, + -ly minded), flesh([-ly]).

Weak

Strong's Number: 772 

Transliterated: asthenes 

Phonetic: as-then-ace' 

Text:  from 1 (as a negative particle) and the base of 4599; strengthless (in various applications, literal, figurative and moral): --more feeble, impotent, sick, without strength, weak(-er, -ness, thing).
Note:  in (13B;pg 1813) the lexicon indicates that in Classical Greek this term is never applied to moral weakness, but to physical powerlessness.  

Mark 14:29  Peter said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be.”
Even if we know that every step precedes a fall, and that we are prone to always looking up, isn’t it great to have that kind of heart?  Peter represents all of us in his weakness and that is his enduring strength.   

For all that we are, and are not … still God does not owe us an explanation.  Yet, He does just that in the Holy Scripture wherever it is to be found, in whatever translation or version it is in.  It is His way of telling us what we need to know when we need to know it. 

Do you really think it is a coincidence that the Gospel of Thomas was discovered the same year that the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

